illwall and Socceroo hard-man 
Kevin Muscat will miss the 
of the English season after 


suffering a knee injury in their FA Cup 
Semi-Finals win over Sunderland a few 
weeks back. 

Known for being one of the most hated 
players in the United Kingdom, Muscat 
was, believe it or not, hurt in a heavy clash 
with Sunderland’s George McCartney at 
Old Trafford. 

It was obvious that from the start of the 
game, the former South Melbourne 
defender was targeted, 

His rash challenges and many tiffs with 
high profile English stars have branded 
‘Muscat with the name — ‘The Wicked of 
07. 

‘One match that Muscat will miss is the 
FA Cur Final against Manchester United. 

"His season is finished, which is an 
exceptional shame," Millwall assistant 
‘boss Ray Wilkins told the club's website. 
"He has played some exceptional stuff this 
year and is going to miss out on what 
should be a wonderful climax.” 


MUSCAT SEES 


"Kevin saw the surgeon and from what 
the surgeon can read off the scans it is not 
as bad as first thought. In saying that, he is 
not going to know the full extent of the 
‘damage until the surgeon goes in." 

"We're all keeping our fingers crossed 
for him and please God, he can come out 
of it in a couple of months and not the 
longer period once anticipated." 

The Australian battler has received 
quality reviews from his Millwall faithful 
especially from former English interna- 
tional and team-mate Dennis Wise. 

Wise knew that Muscat had the ability 
to lead a team and through time has been 
one of his keenest admirers. 

Not many soccer followers regard the 
injured Millwall defender as a stanl-out 
player however his determination to win 
the ball at all costs speaks for itself. 

He certainly puts credit to the word 
‘wearing his heart on his sleeve. 

Millwall will sorely miss the services of 
the Socceroo who is keen to put the boots 
on in Australia’s two friendly match hit- 
outs against Turkey. 


OLYMPIC TO 
CARRY ON 


tion or an upgraded Premier ing their soccer clubs in tact 
starroulakis League. While two will be with fielding a side in a 
— the election of a new board respective competition. 
ne of Australian of directors to be held at the Parramatta Power and the 
|soccer’s most tradi- earliest time possible so asto Northern Spirit have called it 
tional clabs Sydney allow the new board some quits for now although the 
Olympic will hold anextra- time to prepareateam forthe Spirit are still working on 
ordinary General Meeting —0€W competition. their new merger with a 
forits members on the 2nd Sydney Olympic have Central Coast consortium. 
of May in a bid to rescue made it quite clear that they Its believed that the 
the club from extinction. want to be part of some type Australian soccer public will 


‘Two motions will take 
place at the “Greek 
Macedonian Club” in 
Sydney about the future of 
the famous Blue and White 
side that has won two cham- 
pionships since its induction 
into the now defunct NSL in 
1958, 

Having gone under the 
guises of Pan Hellenic, UTS 
Olympic and the Olympic 
Sharks, the club has gone 
through a number of make- 
over procedures in accor- 
dance to keeping the club 
afloat in Australia’s elite 


anew team, 


of competition ext. season 
but need to discuss these 
agenda’ in order of complet- 
ng some form of format for 


After the NSL shut its 


doors in the completion of 
the NSL Finals, all clubs fulfil the 


get to hear the official names 
of the 8 APL clubs in 
June/July this year. 

‘A second league, the 
“Eastern Seaboard’, competi- 
tions also going through the 
motions as being a possi 
ty fora second division to be 
part of a new Australian soc- 

cer structure, 

SOCCER NSW’S bid for 
its inclusion amongst the & 
looks odds on favourites to 
land the only Sydney allocat- 
ed spot while a Victorian 
Federation led side too could 
vacancy in 


competition, played their last season as a Melbourne. 

Tis been stated that motion team in Australia’s elite All eyes will be on the 
one will carry out whether league — although some imal spot that could be given 
Sycney Olympic will parici- might resurrect in the new 8- to any new side from around 
pate at the highest level of APL team competition. the nation. 


competition run by the SOC- 
CER NSW Federation in 
either a new proposed 
Eastern Seaboard competi- 


Marconi 


Sydney Olympic, along 
with Sydney United and 
will venture 
through possibilities of keep- 


Finally, a pre-tournament 
league will kick-start next 
January featuring the new &- 
APL sides. 
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he big news week is obvi- 

| ously Tim Cabill, whose 

strike put Millwall into 

the FA Cup Final for the first 

time against. Manchester 
United. 

Cahill followed up Paul I6l’s 
initial strike to side volley a dif- 
ficult ball past Sunderland's 
Mark Pom. 

Tt was Cabill’s 12th goal of 
the season, but arguably his 
most important and means he 
will now square off against the 
like of Roy Keane and Paul 
Scholes in the Cardiff show- 
down. 

“T watch a lot of Paul Scholes 
and Roy Keane because they're 
both such unbelievable play- 
ers)” the newly capped Aussie 
told ManUtd.com. 


ya | 


Tim Cahill: Relishing the 


prospect of lining up 
against Manchester 
United. 


“Scholes” late ghosting runs 
into the box are his trademark 
and he also works very hard 
during games. 

“Hee seems very quiet away 
from the pitch and you don’t 
really hear much from him 
except when he scores, and 
that’s usually every, week!” 

Meanwhile Millwall's assis- 
tant manager Ray Wilkins has 
challenged Cahill to fulfill his 
potential in the wake of the 
club's famous week. 

“He's a very talented young 
man and | sincerely hope he ful- 
fils the potential that he has,” 
Wilkins told BBC.com 

“He could play in the 
Premiership easily. 1 believe 
scoring midfield players are an 
exmeme asset to any side and 
he’s very good at that. It has 
been fairytale stuff for him, 

However the fairytale ended 
for him last Thursday when he 
vas sent off in the Lions’ nil-all 
draw with Cardiff. 


kk KK 


nglish clubs Newcastle 
Hie and Middles- 

rough are_reportedly 
tracking Parma midfielder Mark 
Bresciano. 


aussiesabroad 


BY DANIEL KUZIOW 


The 24-year-old Australian 
has impressed at. Parma since 
moving from Empoli in July 
2002, 

Scouts from both Boro and 
Newcastle are reputed to have 
spied on Bresciano in recent 
Weeks - most recently during 
Australia’s 1-0 friendly victory 
over South Africa at Loftus 
Road last week. 

‘Neweastle are looking for a 
long-term successor to Gary 
Speed in the role of midfield 
enforcer, while Boro are already 
eyeing another Aussie, Leeds 
striker Mark Viduka, 

Given the financial scandal 
gripping club owners Parmalat, 
Bresciano to leave the Ennio 
Tardini Stadium for consider- 
ably less than the £10m Parma 
paid for him. 

Bresciano has been in great 
form this year and from reports 
in Italy have put Marco amongst 
one of the best rising players 
this year. 


tka 


jurrent Young Socceroo 

striker Jay Lucas last 

week stated to ABSW 
from France that his trial with 
Stoke City all but ended and 
retumed to the Saints once 
more, 

Wanting to get match ft after 
a knee injury that side-tracked 
him for most of the season, 
Lucas was going to use Stoke as 
club in getting back his match 
fitness. 

Southampton again have 
come to the aid’ of Lucas and 
have given the former 
Wollongong Wolves star assis 
tance in getting back in tip top 
shape. 

Known for his sheer size and 
serial ability, the Saints will be 
looking towards furthering his 
contract come end of the sea- 
son. 


kkk 


{ stems Stan Lazanidis is a 
favourite for the media up at 
jirmingham, because every 
week it seems there is news on 
him, 

This week his manager Steve 
Bruce has come out and said 
that Laza has developed into a 
genuine Premiership player. 

“He was not a regular in the 
First Division. But to be fair to 
him he has done as much as 
anyone in the Premier League 
this season,” Bruce told 
‘Teamtalk.com 

“The Premier League suits 
him better than the hurly burly 
of the First Division. 

“When I arrived he wanted to 
be an out and out winger. He 
was really low on confidence 
but since then he has done real- 
ly well and is now my first pick 
every week because of consis- 
tency. 

“The other part of his game is 
that now he is prepared to go 
and work defensively. 

“He has been winning tack- 
les, far post headers and all sorts 
of things. 

“The only thing is that I wish 
he had told me that he could 
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play left back months ago. 

“He didn’t even tell me and it 
was only after I went to watch 
England-Australia and saw him 
playing against" [David] 
Beckham that I found it, 

“Tasked him how many times 
be had played left bak. He told 
me ‘about 45 times for 
Australia’ 

“He is enjoying himself and 
is popular in the dressing room 
and is now branching out.” 


kkk 


angers boss _ Alex 
McLeish has confirmed 
club captain Craig 


Moore will not play again this 
season. 

‘The Australian has endured 
an injury-ravaged campaign and 
now needs surgery to cure a per- 
sistent knee problem, 

With the Gers having little 
left to play for McLeish has 
decided that it makes sense for 
Moore to go under the knife 
‘now and be fully fitin time for 
the start of pre-season training. 

“Craig needs a clean-up oper- 
ation and this could be done 
within the next couple of 
weeks,” he told the club’s offi- 
cial website, 

“Tt means that his season is 
effectively over, but it means 
that he will be completely clear 
for the start of pre-season.” 

“Our medical people have 
been liaising with the Australian 
national team’s medical staff 
and have agreed with the same 
course of action,” McLeish told 
his club’s website. 

“We sent him to a specialist 
and it was decided that he 
should have a tidy-up proce- 
dure.” 


kee 


till in Scotland, Hearts 
S defender Patrick Kisnorbo 
faces the prospect of a 
club versus country row if he is 
selected for the Olyroos as they 
tum out in Athens. z 
Kisnorbo tumed in a brilliant 
display in their recent match 
against Greece and if selected 
for the games proper will miss 


Hearts’ pre season tour of 
Australia and the first few 
Teague games for season 
2004/05. 

“The whole of July-there is a 
‘camp for the build up to the 
Olympics and then in August 
there is the competition itself. 

Tf 1 was to be selected then it 
would mean missing the pre- 
season and the start of the 
league,” he revealed to 
‘Scotsman.com. 

“The squad hasn't been 
annourced yet so I don’t know 
‘what is going to happen but it’s 
definitely a bit of a headache for 


me. 

“There's good points and bad 
points involved with going or 
staying, If 1 was to go it would 
mean being part of the Olympic 
Games and playing against the 
rest of the world, but it would 
mean missing out here so it’s a 
bit of a catch-22 situation. 

“T don’t think the club can 
‘stop me if I want to go so it's up 
to each individual to decide 
what they want to do.” 

However Hearts manager 
Craig Levein admitted that 
should Kisnorbo travel. ta, 
‘Athens it could jeapordise his 
spot in the future; 

“We will worry about that sit- 
uation when it comes round but 
IT would think it’s more likely to 
cause Patrick problem than 
me. If somebody else gets in 
when he is away and plays well 
then he could struggle to get it 
[his place] back.” 


KKK 


nother Olyroo prospect 

Adrian Madaschi spoke 

is week admitting how 

he would love to go to Athens 

despite the conflict which may 

arise with his club Partick 
Thistle, 

Madaschi was another 
involved in the recent match 
with Greece and told Partick’s 
official site that he has his sights 
set on Athens; “It was good 
from a defender's point of view. 

‘The defence was very solid 
and we played very well and 
some really good football and 
perhaps were a little unlucky 
not to score a goal. 

However not to lose a goal 
was good and we didn't give 
them much in the way of 
chances in front of goal. 

IT would love to be involved 
in the Olympic Games, which is 
the pinnacle of everyone’s 
career and T would love to be a 
part of it bu: we will have to 
wait and see if the coach has me 
involved in the final count- 
down, I know that I may miss 
about a month of the Scottish 
season but I am sure that people 
will understand that this is a 
‘once in a lifetime chance and I 
teally would love to be involved 
in Athens, 

It comes at a good time for 
me after signing a new deal, and 
Thope that Tcan take my game 
‘onat both club and country over 
the next year or so and I have to 
pleased With the way that my 
football is going at the 
moment.” 


teKaK 


mpoli’s Primavera 

attacking midfielder Nick 

Stavroulakis was one 
happy youngster last week after 
he beard the news of his inclu- 
sion into Ange Postecoglou’s 
Young Socceroo squad current- 
ly in France for their first train- 
ing camp. 

Speaking from the lovely 
town situated in Tuscany, the 
former AIS graduate was 
delighted that the Australian 
coach still kept in touch with his 
progress in Italy. 

“It was a huge relief to know 
that Ange still has his eyes on 
how T am going in Italy. So 
many times, youngsters travel 
abroad and no-one here’s from 
them again,” he said. 

“T was over the moon when I 
got a call from ASA saying that 
‘made the squad in France. This 
is where all the hard work starts 
as I'd love to represent 
‘Australia again next year in 
Holland for the U20's World 
Cup. It’s always been a dream 
of mine to wear the Green and 
Gold, and one thing’s for sure, 
T'll always put my hand if when 
the offer comes.” 

Stavroulakis was involved 
with the Joeys two seasons 
back. With his contract coming 
to an end at Empoli, the Serie A 
club is doing all they can in 
wanting to re-sign the 
Sydneysider however various 
offers from rival Serie A clubs 
have also appeared. 

“At the moment I'm concen- 
trating on making the final 
Young Socceroo squad. Doing 
well in France is my first goal. 
‘When I return, then I will see 
where I'll be at, but at this stage: 
all should be well. It will be 
good to see all the old faces 
from Australia, as I haven't seen 
most of these guys for more 
than a year. Many players in the 
squad are AIS boys so it will be 
good catching up with them.” 

Nicholas’ partner in crime at 
Empoli, fellow Aussie Frank 
Lagana too has had a solid year 
with the squad but injury’ has 
forced him out of the Young 
Socceroos squad. A niggling 
ankle injury forced Lagana to 
say no to France but hopes that 
he will be included in the next 
U20 camp. 

“Tt was frustrating as I want- 
ed to be part of the squad in 
France. I thought I'd be ok but I 
went through a few medicals at 
Empoli and I was told that I 
could make my injury worse. I 
had no choice but to ring ASA 
and pull out. I know that I will 
‘be more determined to hopeful- 
ly get another chance at the next 
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Soccer's Civil War is over, says Kyle 


rent Media Manager 
at Soccer NSW, Kyle 
Patterson, says soccer's 
Civil War is over and those 
still fighting the old battles 
should come to their senses. 

Speaking on Sunday 
Night Soccer on radio 98.5 
FM (every Sunday in NSW 
at 10.00pm) after the recent 
NSL Grand Final, Patterson 
said it was important now 
that the soccer family came 
together as one and gct 
behind the new hierarchy at 
the Australian Soccer 
Association as it endeavours 
to implement a brand new 
national league. 

*People should understand 
the moment in history that 
has arrived. This is a once in 
a lifetime opportunity. with 
Frank Lowy and John 
O'Neill. and the idea is to 
unite the soccer family, 
Soccer NSW is certainly 
doing its bit," he proudly 
stated. 

"The civil war is over in 
Australian soccer, It has been 
fought at a great cost and for 
some people we've wasted 
ten years of our life on it 
Let’s get over it. Save our 
energy and ammunition foe 
the real fight. The real cause 
is for a unified soccer family 
to fight for air time on TV 
and radio and [newspaper] 
space from the other sports 
and that is very much what 
Soceer NSW is doing." 

In his new role at Soccer 
NSW Patterson is excited 
about the challenge he faces 
in getting soccer some better 
media coverage. On the 
Friday prior to the Grand 
Final between Parramatte 


Kyle Patterson sees a green light with the new 
SOCCER NSW venture into the APL next season. 
Power and Perth Glory, 2 compelling enough case to 
leading capital city newspa- go to their editors and say 
per gave the game a half- give me the back page or the 
age coverage some 13 — second inside sports page.” 
Pages into their sports sec- Patterson is disappointed 
tion. with has transpired in 

"T guess that is a barome- Australian soccer in recent 
ter of how the league has years but clearly sees CEO 
been allowed to slip and O'Neill and the new ASA as 
that’s not something that has most capable visionaries for 
occurred in the past 12 the code in Australia. 
months but rather the last "John O'Neill has been 
five or six years,” he said. given big mandate to come 

"The media coverage has into our game and look at the 
been lamentable but don’t big picture which involves 
blame the soccer writers for two things," he told listeners. 
that because they have to go “Firstly the Socceroos. 
to their editors and mount a O'Neill is totally committed 
case and say that my game to making the Socceroos a 
deserves more coverage. regular feature of our soccer 
How could these guys do diet and (hopefully) we will 
that? see them, either on television, 

"We haven't given them a or at home, at least once a 


month, "Secondly, we need 
to have a national competi- 
tion which is on television 
and exciting for the fans who 
watch the games." 

The new  cight-team 
league is being mooted by 
‘many as the panacea for the 
ailments affecting soccer but 
Patterson is realistic about 
the challenges that face the 
code. In particular he cites 
the marketing of soccer as a 
great challenge. 

"Our game, the world 
game, is a beautiful, netural 
game for athletes to play, 
‘Our problem is purely in the 
marketing of the game,” he 
said. 

"We have come into avery 
difficult environment 
because the AFL, rugby 
union and rugby league are 
all very strong. The new 
league must put excellence 
into the equation. No longer 
is it good enough to say we 
must be a little bit better than 
Tast year. We have to be radi- 
cally different.” 

The poor attendances in 
the NSL in recent years, with 
pethaps the exception of 
Perth Glory, must also be 
addressed. In a world domi- 
nated by marketing, which 
portrays the glamour of vari- 
‘ous sports, soccer too has to 
compete on a level playing 
field. 

Crowds want entertain- 
ment, value for money and a 
top class product. They will 
not accept second best and 
neither will the television 
networks and all this is not 
lost on Patterson who, for 18 
years, reported on soccer for 
SBS. 

"The sports fans have 
voted with their feet. They 
have stayed away in droves 
from our game for the past 
five to ten years. We have to 


ADELAIDE OUT AND ABOUT 


delaide United will 

begin its recruitment 

drive Tater this 
month when the Australian 
Soccer Association releases 
its expression of interest doc- 
ument for the new 
Australian Premier League 
according to the Adelaide 
Advertiser. 

Presidect. Basil Scarsella 
said that although United 
would have until the end of 
May to putin its forme bid, it 
would not wait until then to 
begin signing players, 


United and Perth Glory 
have the luxury of knowing 
they are certain starters forthe 
APL. United is expected 0 
sign up to six coach Frank 
new players, Farina has 


tacdine SN reece | nyited 


record scorer Adelaide 
Damisn M pe mid. 
for the new fielder Freddy 


tions we can basicaly begin 

the process of signing players 

and coaches,” Scarslla said. 
Meanwhile Australian U23 


Teague. Agius and 

Most of the current 23-man Sydney Olympic defender Iain 
squad and coach John Fyfe for trials at the AIS. 
Kosmina are expected to be Farina is favourably looking at 
retained. “Once we know the both players subject to health 
detail in the terms and condi- and fitness testing. 


“T am thrilled to be given 
the opportunity to be part of 
the Olyroos squad, hopefully 1 
will pass the fitness tests and T 
-can join the boys on the road 
to Athens,” Agius told the 
United website, “Being part of 
the Olympic Games is like a 
dream come true, U hope I can 
do enough for Frank to select 
me. 


Agius excelled with 
‘Adelaide after signing on late 
in the season. 

His dynamic performances 
sparked interest from the 
Olympic coach that in turn 
gave him the chance to strut 
his stuff for hopefully the 
Australian squad. 

The camp kick starts on the 
26th April and concludes. on 
the 13th May. 

Its expected that 20 or so 
players will take part in this 
selection process with Agius 
being headlined as a possible 
player for Farina’s squad. 

Finally, plans are being 
drawn up to expand the capac- 
ity of Hindmarsh Stadium, 
The proposal is to increase the 
seating capacity of Hindmarsh 
from just over 15,000 to 
18,000 in time for the start of 
the new Australian Premier 
League. 


0 back and look.at what the 
fans want which is a must- 
see product with showbiz 
flair, personalities and good 
football," he said. 

“We are so overdue for 
reform it is not funny. It is a 
tragedy that it took’ the 
league to get to the point that 
it was a basket case before 
we realised what had to hap- 
pen. 
"We have had ridiculous 
situations where every year 
clubs like West Adelaide, 
Morwell Falcons, 
Collingwood, Carlton to 
name a few, have gone bust 
and some even mid season.” 

In his new role at Soccer 
NSW, away from the SBS 
cameras, Patterson is com: 
mitted to ensuring that soccer 
receives the best possible 
coverage especially in NSW 
inall forms of media. 

However, does he miss 
‘SBS after such a long period 
of service? It was a position 
that many would see as ideal 
— travelling the country and 
the world covering the game, 

“Itwas a career change for 
me. I worked for SBS for 18 
‘years and most of those years 
‘were spent working on some 
wonderful, wonderful soccer 
journeys. I was blessed to do. 
that and I have many’ life- 
long friends at SBS,” he stat- 
ed. 


One particular Patterson 
story that is well remem- 
bered was back in 1993 when 
he went searching for Diego 
Maradona, arguably the 
‘greatest player of all time, at 
Auckland airport en route to 
Australia for Argentina’s 
World Cup elimination 
match with the Socceroos at 
the Sydney Football 
Stadium. 

"Diego was doing his duty 
free shopping. We got 


APRIL SCHOOL HOLIDAY CAMPS 


DIRECTED BY AUSTRALIA'S MOST EXPERIENCED YOUTH COACH 


ABSW (@} 


Patterson 


warned by the Argentine 
team manager that Diego 
‘was shopping for his kids s0 
don't disturb him, 

"So we waited, waited and 
waited and the plane was 
almost about to take off but 
Diego was still shopping, 
because when you're Diego 
Maradona you know the 
plane won't leave without 
you, 


Gladesville Spirit 


“Finally he came out of 
the shop and we asked him 
very politely could we have 
an interview. His reply was 
no problem but only two 
questions.” 

Sunday Night Soccer airs 
weekly at 10.00pm every 
Sunday on radio 98.5 FM in 
NSW. 


youth L@ague 
Goalkeeper for 
Under 18's 
Two Players for 
Under 16's 
Striker or forward for 
Under 14’s 
Call Richard Paddle 


0405 102 955 or 
Kay on 9887 2116 
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LES SCHEINFLUG 
AND STAFF 


RON CORRY, MAX GROLL, GEORGE FERNANDEZ 


WEEK 1 
WEEK 2 


TUESDAY 13™ TO FRIDAY 16™ 
MONDAY 19” TO THURSDAY 22° 
9.00AM TO 12.00NOON 


12 HOURS OF FUN & QUALITY TRAINING AT 
SYDNEY OLYMPIC PARK ATHLETIC CENTRE 
OPEN TO BOYS/GIRLS/KEEPERS/FIELD PLAYERS 


UNDER 9 TO UNDER 18 


* $160.00 INC. GST 
BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL 9736 1059 


AN ENDORSED SOCCER NSW ACADEMY 


talfootball,com.. 
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outh Melbourne will fulfil their com- 

mitments to a tour of China, despite 

the club being close fo financial melt- 
down. 

‘South coach Stuart Munro has managed to 
recruit players from outside the club; such as 
Craig Deans (Newcastle), Alex Tobin 
(Northem Spirit) and Robbie Middleby 
(Newcastle), for the tour. 

"We were contractually obligated to tour 
there in our NSL pre-season in 2001 (late 
September) but we cancelled because of 
9/11," South president Peter Mitrakas told 
The Age. 

"We were going to go the following year, 
but then the SARS problem came along, 
‘Then they threatened to sue us if we didn't 
make the trip, so we have to fulfil the obliga- 
tion." South coach Munro said, "The club is 
not paying the players any more, so those 
who are coming with me to China will be 
playing for the experience and expenses on 
the trip. 

“From a football point of view it should be 
very inleresting, as we will get good quality 
‘opposition and competitive matches." 


Alex Tobin has joined the touring 
South Melbourne squad to China. 


by Holland. 


footballers, 


Played on a chilly evening, the 
Young Socceroos started well with 
Newcastle United's Stuart Musialik and 
South Melboume's Vince Lia combin- 
ing to set up Billy Celeski to. opening 
the scoring in the 14th minute, 

The goal boosted the confidence of 
the young Australian team and they 


and 71st minutes. 

The Young Socceroos play their sec- 
‘ond match on Saturday 10 April in the 
Belgium town of Boussu against UNFP 
Belgium, which is a Select Team com- 
prised of out of contract professional 


Meanwhile the Young Socceroos lost 
its second successive match of its four- 


CT noe Young Socceroos Lose Two 


he Young Socceroos kicked off 
their 2005 
Championship campaign with 
a 2-1 loss to French 4th Division team 
Armentieres in the northern French 
town of Erquingham last week. 

‘The Young Socceroos are in France 
for a four game tour as it commences 
it's build-up for the 2005 edition of the 
tournament that will be played in near- 


World Youth 


maintained their lead till the break. 

However the more experienced had a solid start to the Young 
‘Armeatieres, which is a sister club to Socceroos friendly matches in _ is: 
French 1st Division side Lille, hit back France last week. 
in the second half with goals in the 54th game tour to France and Belgium 


against 


Belgium. 


South Melbourne's Vince Lia has 


‘The lone goal came late in the match 
and was against the run of play, after the 
young Australian team generally out- 
played their more experienced rivals, 

While the loss was disappointing for 


‘Ange Postecoglou and his team, they 
can a lot of positives from the game, as 
they dominated for long periods and 
retained ball possession consistently. 
Captain for the night, former Wolves 
striker Jay Lucas, had a ferocious volley 
smothered, while Kristian Sarkies (pic- 
tured above) almost scored a deserved 
equaliser in the dying minutes, but his 
direct free kick was inches off target. 
Standouts for the Young Socceroos 
were Stuart Musialik in midfield and 
former Under 17 captain Jacob 
‘Timpano in the heart of the defence. 
The Young Socceroos next match is 
‘on Tuesday night (April 13) against Ist 
Division side RC Lens Youth Team. 
Lens is located only a short distance 
from the Australiands base in Lievin, 


The team’s remaining match itinerary 


yRacing Lens u-23, Lievin - April 13 
‘Paris St Germain u-23, Paris - April 


UNFP (Association of 19 
Unemployed Professional Footballers) 
Belgium in the town of Boussu in 


The Oteania World Youth 
Championship Qualifying Tournament 
is currently scheduled to be held next 
January with the 2005 FIFA World 
‘Youth Championship to be held in The 
Netherlands between 10 June - 2 July 
2005, 


Perersgicrs cr 


sie 


YOUNG MATILDAS TEAM ANNOUNCED FOR 


OCEANIA U19 QUALIFIERS 


jhe 18-member Australian Women’s U19 

i ‘Team (the ‘Young Matildas’) to contest the 

OFC (Oceania) U19 Women’s Qualifying 

‘Tournament was named on Saturday by National 
Women’s Coach Adrian Santrac. 

‘The winner of the tournament, to be staged in 
Papua New Guinea later this month, qualifies for this 
year’s FIFA U19 Women’s World Championship. 

The Young Matildas selections were made during 
the current training camp at the Australian Institute of 
Sport in Canberra, where 24 players have been in con- 
tention for the final cut since assembling last Monday. 

Two players, Leah Blayney and Selin Kuralay, 
have already represented their country at senior level, 
both having made their Matildas debut during the 
recent Australia Cup and Oceania Olympic Qualifiers. 

Kuralay is also one of three — along with Elissia 
‘Canham and Emma Davison — who were members of 
the successful 2002 Young Matildas Team which 
competed at the inaugural FIFA U19 World 
Championship. 

The remainder of the eighteen hope to make their 
first international appearance during the Qualifiers 
this month. All but two of the team have played at 
Teast one season in the WNSL (national league). 

The six other players who have been in camp this 
‘week remain in the wings as standby players in case 
of injury or illness. 

“The selection of these eighteen players has been 
made through a thorough process which has included 
last July's national championships, performances’ in 
the WNSL, and the two camps this year ~ a combina- 
tion of all these things,” said Assistant Coath Alistair 
Edwards. 

“These players are thoroughly deserving of their 
selection, but we have also made it clear to everyone: 
that the door is still open to those players knocking on 
the door. It’s been a very very difficult decision to cull 
some players. The depth of the squad is very encour- 


The selected Young Matildas remain in camp for 
final preparations before travelling to Papua New 
Guinea on 19 April, 

Three nations will contest the 2004 OFC U19 
‘Women’s Qualifying Tournament to be held 20-24 


April, Australia kicking off its campaign on 22 April 
against Solomon Islands, followed by their match 
against hosts Papua New Guinea on 24 April. 

‘The 2nd FIFA U19. Women’s World Championship 
is scheduled for 10-27 November 2004 in Thailand. 

The Young Matildas were’successful in the inau- 
gural U19 qualifiers in 2002 in Tonga, defeating New 
Zealand in the final of the seven-team event. 
‘Australia went on to finish an impressive Sth at the 
2002 FIFA U19 Women’s World Championship in 
Canada, after going down in extra-time of their quar- 
terfinal match against Brazil, 


MATILDAS CAPTAIN 
SELECTED IN FIFA 
WOMEN’S ALL STAR TEAM 


‘atildas captain Cheryl Salisbury has been 

selected in the FIFA Women’s All Star 

‘Team fo play world champions Germany 
in Paris next month, 

FIFA, the world governing body of soccer, 
announced the 18-player team on Wednesday night, 2 
collection of some of the world’s biggest names who 
will feature in « major part of FIFA's Centennial cele 
brations. 

Defender Salisbury, from Newcastle, has long been 
an instrumental member-of the Matildas, and her 
impeccable record speaks for itself. Salisbury is the 
only Australian to have played in every women's 
senior FIFA event for which Australia has qualified — 
the FIFA Women’s World Cups of 1995, 1999, and 
2003, and the Sydney 2000 Olympic Games. The 30- 
year-old is also Australia’s all-time female top inter- 
national goalscorer with 28 goals to her name, and ber 
98 caps makes her our second-highest capped female, 

Salisbury has also played professionally, most 
recently for New York Power in the American 
WUSA, and for three seasons during the mid-1990s in 
Japan's 1-League. 

“I'm very excited to be one of the players for the 
FIFA All Star Teani, and to play alongside and against 
some of the best players in the world, all on one field,” 
said Salisbury. 
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YOUNG MATILDAS TEAM - 


2004 OFC U19 WOMEN’S 


QUALIFYING TOURNAMENT : 


Players (18) : Program 
NSWIS 


AS 

AIS/NSWIS 

QAS 

QAS 

NSWIS 

ACTAS 

NSWIS (Northem) 
Qas 

NSW 

-QAS 

NSWIS 

NSWIS (Northem) 


Kylie LEDBROOK, 
Alison LOGUE 
Claite O'SHEA 
‘Alannah REED 
Sally SHIPARD 
Nicole SOMI 
Jenna TRISTRAM 


QAS 

NSWIS. 

ACTAS 

NSWIS (Northem), 


Standby Players (6) : 

‘Nenita BURGESS 

‘Yasmin FAVRETTI 

Katie HILDER 

Briony HOLCOMBE 

Kara MOWBRAY 

Christina PAPAGEORGIOU = SAST 


“J was also really excited to see my teammate from 
New York Power and World Cup player Shannon 
Boxx is in the side.” It will be a fantastic opportunity. 
to be part of such a monumental occasion celebrating 
FIFA’s Centennial.” 

‘The FIFA Women’s All Star Team versus Germany 
match will kick off a magnificent showpiece of foot- 
ball on 20 May 2004 at the Stade de France in Paris. 
Their game will be followed by the men’s match 
between France and Brazil. 

FIFA Women’s All Star Team — 

Goalkeepers — Caroline Jonsson (SWE), 
Memunatu Sulemana (GHA). 


DOB 

20/10/85 
14/07/85 
28/10/86 
2904/85 
02/09/87 
03/02/86 
12/02/87 
25/10/85 
04/05/85 
19/06/86 
25/01/85 
20/03/86 
06/03/87 
02/12/85 
28/01/88 
20/10/37 
19/01/37 
28/10/36 


Hometown 
Sydney 
Brisbane 

Blue Mountains 
Brisbane 

Tally 
Crookwell 
Albury 


BURTQORUIUE NM OUEUoS 


29/09/85 
TQS, 
25/03/85 
27/02/86 
07/05/85 
06/05/85 


ZOS™OS 


Defenders - Cheryl Salisbury (AUS), Corinne 
Diacre (FRA), Charmaine Hooper (CAN), Daniela 
(BRA), Wang Liping (CHN), Marwa Ibrahim El 
Hawat (BGY). 

Midfielders — Shannon Boxx (USA), Marta 
(BRA), Malin Mostrom (SWE), Stephanie Mugneret- 
Beghe (FRA), Homare Sawa (JPN), Naima El Awady 
(ALG). 

Strikers - Victoria Svensson (SWE), Marinette 
Pichon (FRA), Mercy Akide (NGA), Abby Wambach 
(USA): 

Coaches — Marika Domanski-Lyfors (SWE), 
Elisabeth Loisel (FRA). 


ABSW (@) 


A NATIONAL C 


Ted Simmons 


‘anted — people with 
to bring two 
‘isions imto existence. 

For years, I have campaigned, 
probably along with many others, 
that Australian soccer needs two 
areas in which to excite public 
interest and to enable more match- 
es for the Socceroos. ’ 

So why can’t we have a Pacific 
Cup and why can't we havea gen- 
uine Australian Cup along the 
lines of England’s FA Cup. 

Many of the officials and others 
with whom I’ve spoken have 
replied too hard, too difficult to 
organise, not enough interest, too 
costly — all negative! Where: are 
the positives in today’s world and 
where are the workers. 

Let’s take a closer look at the 
positives. 

A Pacific Cup to embrace all 
nations whose coastlines touch on 
the Pacific Ocean would bring in 
the United States, Canada, 
Mexico, Costa Rica, Colombia; 
Ecuador, Peru, Chile and possibly 
others in South America, New 
Zealand, the Oceania region and 
maybe Japan, China. The mind 
boggles at what type of competi- 
tion this could provide. 

‘When I last mentioned this as a 
possible to the then Canadian 
national coach, he jumped at the 
idea and said “Let's do it” 
However, it was easier to say than 
get it done, 

At home, it was doom and 
gloom as usual and all the old 
arguments were trotted out to 
show why it couldn't be organised. 
‘No money, travel is too expensive, 
what do the players think (that was 
a change), how could the draw be 


arranged. Sponsors have generally 
been available for big affairs, They 
want maximum publicity, televi- 
sion exposure and crowds and they 
know they will get them for a spe- 
cial occasion...look at Australia 
against Manchester United or the 
FIFA World Select or the Olympic 
Games final in Sydney. How they 
would rub their hands over a pos- 
sible double-header in Sydney 
involving Australia and ‘maybe 
Argentine or Japan or the Untied 
States, é 

With the airlines continually 
advertising for paying customers, 
do you think they would ignore the 
possibility of flying some of the 
world’s highly-rated teams around 
the Pacific for a knockout Cup. 

Not enough interest? Look at 
the possible fixtures that could be 
drawn. Home matches would be 
payed by each country with a two- 
leg system of home and away and 
how would you keep the crowds 
away if Australia was dawn at 
home in a quarter-final or semi- 
final. As for the players — just ask 
any of them would they like to 
play an international. 

Organisation, arrangement, fix- 
tures, sponsors, travel, players — 
it just needs people prepared to 
make it work. 

This would be an appropriate 
time for the Australian Soccer 
Association to consider a Pacific 
Cup and form a special working 
group to look at the postibilities. 
‘The group could involve special- 
ists from outside the ASA in con- 
junction with Association 
representatives, Let’s use people 
With the expertise in these areas 
rather than burden the ASA siaff 
with additional work. 

And could we look for retires 
ina voluntary capacity who would 


RONNY SMITH 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


t seems as though Ronny 
Smith just can’t keep his 
hands still 

‘The former head AIS coach has 
been working over time in, culmi- 
nating one of the best Internet sites, 
that could take coaching toa new 
level. 

“Pm stil in the process of creat- 
ing a website that will work as an 
information centre for players and 
coaches from a coaching poiat-of- 
view", 

‘Thoughts and opinions and 
research at the highest level will be 
seen on the site and also compar- 
isons made between how the 
English Premier League game dif- 
fers from our National League this 
year is also on the cards. 

It doesn’t stop there for Smith 
who also has a video set to come 
‘out very soon. 

“It’s been a personal interest of 
mine during my time in Malaysia 
that I produce advanced coaching 
material in the development depart- 
‘ment. Through my time, I get asked 
by many parents how I'could pro- 
vide lessons on various coaching 
aspects about the game, What more 


better than something visual? I've 
been training myself on computers 
for the past ten years through sur- 
veys and statistics, a video analysis 
of whet Ican do to help people out, 
if they want it, has been yet anoth- 
er god of mine that should be 
achieved very soon”. 

‘Aveay from his personal goals, 
Smith has yet to see any develop- 
ments made for the Australian 
technical directors job that he was 
favoured to land last year. 

“T've obviously expressed my 
interest for this but at this stage 
ASA have yet to make this 2osition 
available. T guess with all that’s 
happening with the new APL start- 
ing soon and new appointments to 
the board, it’s been one of those 
things that could be unearthed 
down the track”, 

At this current stage in every 
Australian player and coaches path, 
uncertainty has been raised to the 
highes’ level. 

Tuly is the expected date for the 
new competition to start however 
10 announcements have been made 
‘on which eight-teams will feature 
in the revamped league. 

The former Johor coach though 
has been active with this current 


get pleasure out of doing this 
rather than the “bow much will 
you pay me” group. 

‘There are Cups already played 
amongst Pacific nations but they 
are restricted to certain areas and 
do not embrace the entire region. 

Now to the second suggestion 
of an Australia-style FA Cup. 

First of all the usual negatives 
— Australia is too big, how would 
you organise a draw, who'll pay 
for it, can we get a sponsor, will 
the crowds attend, will there be 
enough teams. 

For sure Australia is a big coun- 
try, unlike England where travel- 
ling distance is not huge, So the 
first step is to consider a regional- 
isation plan, for instance some- 
thing similar to the Champion of 
Champions in NSW or the High 
Schools’ Cup started by Bill 
Tumer. 

Each State could call for entries 
from any city or couniry team 
desiring to take part on a home and 
away basis or straight knockout in 
the early rounds. An entry fee will 
be necessary to go towards the 
winning teams but travel/accom- 
‘modation will be at the expense of 
each team. 

Properly promoted, there should 
be plenty of interest and local 
media in country areas especially 
should give full support as they 
have done in the past with local 


sport. 

‘When each State has reduced 
the number of teams to a certain 
figure, possibly by round three, 
then the lower divisions of State 
leagues come in, with State 
Premier League and National 
League making their appearance 
the following round. 

‘The possibility of the under-dog 
playing the big boys has always 


situation. 

“Its funny you ask this question 
as was approached by a club from 
Malaysia but knocked it back. I’m 
hoping that the new APL gets in 
‘order and then we can see what 
may lie ahead, as I would like to 
coach in the new league. The inter- 
esti obviously there, but like some 


development of coaches. 


had an attraction as bas been 
shown in World Cup soccer and 
others sports. This should not be 
any different In the current FA 
Cup. First Division and Second. 
Division teams have caused the 
usual upsets and it could be the 
same in Australia with a Perth 
Glory drawn against St George or 
Blacktown. 

Again the question of travel can 
be looked at with the airlines in a 
promotional role to transport 
teams interstate, the same with 
sponsors looking at an Australia 
wide competition and trains and 
coaches for shorter distances. 

As to costs, clubs are accus- 
tomed to fund-raising and the 
prospect of being in a National 
Cup should attract volunteers will- 
ing to help raise the needed 
finance. In this way, costs to the 
organising body can be kept to a 
minimum part from the promotion 
‘and publicity essential to the fix- 
tures. 


Grounds and referees should 
not provide a problem with night 
matches where necessary to avoid 
clashing with regular local fix- 
tures, But a sensible draw would 
ensure clashes do not occur and. 
that there are few interruptions to 
local competitions, 

Jn previous years, there have 
been Cup competitions. The States 
have had their own versions, the 
National League had its knockout 
Cup and there was a type of 
Australia Cup played in the 1960s 
but it did not involve all Stetes. 

The first time a National 
League was proposed was in the 
1960s and the idea was dismissed 
as too difficult, too expensive and 
all the other negatives. It took 
nearly 12 years of perseverance 
before the NSL was bom. 


ofthe players jetting off overseas, 2 
plan must be seen in the next few 
months on what's to expect”, 

‘Due to Ronny’s vast experiance 
in the Asian sector being a coach at 
Johor and having travelled and 
done surveys around the large con- 
tinent, Smith explained that it could 
be hard for the new APL to entice 
the Aussie stars in coming back for 
the APL. 

“In my opinion the players need 
todo what they can in making aliv- 
ing for themselves and if that 
means leaving Australia then so be 
it. I'm more concerned about 
whether the players that have made 
the trek already want to come 
back? [ know that we will lose 
some these stars, as the money is 
quite good over there, Some could 
make the move back here, but with 
the wide gap open until the new 
season, most of the players will 
carry on with their playing duties 
elsewhere". 

Currently working on his per- 
sonal interests in further educating 
the coaches in our sport, it should 
not be too long until we see Ron 
Smith shouting from the dugouts in 
ot new APL league next season — 
‘or so many people hope so, 
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A Champions League scenario could be the best thing for 
Australian football - how great would it be to see an Aussie 
side lift this trophy? 


Expectation of the Cups starting 
next year is unrealistic but an 
Australia Cup could be in two 
years because the States already 
have a groundwork established for 
such competitions. 

Maybe I’m a dreamer and the 
two Cup scenarios will be too hard 
to organise, But I do know that 
Until someone sits down and really 
Tooks at and discusses the propos- 
als we'll never know whether it is 
possible, 


Maybe it’s too radical for offi- 
cials to understand the concept and 
its possibilities and they prefer to 
concentrate on local issues by 
using the “Too Hard” basket. 

History has many stories of 
missed opportunities by people 
who were not prepared to look at a 
new prospect or take a chance, 

Is Australian soccer doomed to 
fall into that category or will some 
willing workers step forward and 
make the two Cups dream come 
true, 


THE DARK 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


nly days after SOCCER 
NSW announced their 
bid in wanting entry 
towards next year’s APL, came 
the news that current technical 
director at Australia’s best 
Federation Branko Culina was 


favoured in landing the coaches * 


job. 

AAs stated on SBS’ sports pro- 
gram last Tuesday evening, 
CCulina was inundated with a num- 
ber calls after it was said that he 
was leading the charge for the 
coach's role. 

“You really have to speak to 
‘SBS about that one as its been the 
first I've heard on this issue”. 

Colina refuted claims that be 
was going to be the next coach 
but did state his excitement about 
the bid from SOCCER NSW. 

“Like everyone else T am very 
excited about this new venture. I 
want this game to kick on for the 
better and I believe that this 
Federation can do this. What peo- 
ple need to do is put their self 


interests aside and work together 
in making this venture work. 

Yes I am employed by SOC- 
CER NSW but that does not mean 
I will be the coach or involved in 
that manner. I'm delighted though 
seeing that this is a first step in 
hopefully promoting the game in 
a better way as it needs to move 
om in che right direction’ 


“First I've heard of the 
SOCCER NSW coaching 
Job": SOCCER NSW 
Technical Director 
Branko Culina: 


(2) ABSW: 
¥08 


AIS DOMINATE ONCE MOR 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


‘ts heen mo surprise to see 
that Australian —soccer’s 

itute of Sport based in 
Canberra has again grabbed the 
plandits of moulding future 
Socceroos with eleven graduates 


a strong 20-man squad with the 
local boys getting the thumbs up 
with 16 hailing from Australia 
While four are based overseas. 
Notable absentees from this 
camp has been Newcastle United 
sitiker Jobe Wheelliouse who has 
palled out due to an ankle injury as 


Frank Lag 


January next year, 


has Empoli’s Primavera striker 


‘Spase Dilevski has also missed 
out due to his commitments with 
the Olyroo squad but should fea- 
ture in the final team come 
Oceania qualifying — time 


Stuart 


Goalkeeper Adam Federeci, 
defenders Marke Milligan, Liam 
Lilley, Keegan Wolfenden and 
Nikolai Tapor-Stanley, midfielders 
Musialik: 
Stavroulakis, Chis Tadrasse, Bill 
in Coleski and Kaz. Patafta, and final- 
ly striker Nick Ward have all beea 


few knots with the new APL set to 
scart next July, but one thing's for 
sire, the youth system has been of 
top quality. 

If we are to progress as a pow- 
erhouse in the world game then it 
all must start from the early begin- 
nings of development. 


products of the AIS, 

‘What the new heavies at ASA. 
must know is that they have a 
jewel of a system on their hands so 
‘more exposure must be heeded 
towards the AIS. 

Frank Lowy and John O'Neill 
haye got their hands tied up in a 


Nick 


making the Young Socceroo 
squad currently jn France. 

Since its induction in 1981, the 
AIS have been at the forefront in 
nurturing young talent, 

One of its two broad aims being 
identifying and developing young 
talent for ths National U20 with 
possible progression to the 
Olympic and Socceroo squads has 
worked to a tee, 

‘The man that has made it all 
possible for the current batch of 
stars currently on show in France 
has been head-coach Steve 
O'Connor. 

Having spent a good 14 years at . 
the AIS, the former Socceroo 
defender has seen many talents 
pass through his reign but it has 
been all thanks to him and the pro- 
fesSional set-up run at the Institute, 

The Young Socceroos are tak- 
ing their first steps in their cam- 
paign for the 2005 FIFA World 
Youth Championship with a two- 
week camp in France. 

‘Ange Posiecoglou has selected 


7. 


Australia does have one of the 
best rates in creating players, but 
this tretid must continue, as it is 
‘one of many factors that will ulti- 
mately have a bearing on how soc- 
cet will go in years to come. 

A new soccer revolution has 
been put forward by Australian 
soccer’s new fraternity — let's hope 
that the development of the AIS 
program is untouched, it needs no 
touch-ups as it only produces the 
best, 

Here’s the current group of 
graduates who's names could be 
heard in years to come in our 
National sides: 

Noel Bahnsen, Jim Downey, 
‘Alex Rojas, Chris Grossman, 
Cameron Watson, Greg King, 
Nick Corssley, Matthew Deegan, 
Sam Gounder, Michael Marrone, 
Peter Eleftherakis, Brett Studman, 
Foad Comandari, David Thomton, 
Christopher Nunes, Kaz Patafta, 
Shaun Ontong, Bradley Porter, 
Daniel Holmes, Troy Herefield. 


The 2002 AIS Squad has elght players in the current Young Socceroo squad currently In France. 


SOCCER NSW 
REVOLUTION 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


hink about what the possibilities of 
an advisory panel such as former 
Socceroo captain Johnny Warren, 
ex NSL Chairman Remo Nogarotto, Perth 
Glory owner Nick Tana, current Adelaide 
United Angelo Picea and 
current managing director 
of 303 advertising Jim Davis 
can do for a side in the new 
> 


a 


G 


Let's be realistic, with one 
Sydney spot up for grabs in 
the new Lowy-led 8-team 
competition, Soccer NSW has 
sown up the spot. 

Bidding should really stop now, SOCCER 
NSW President Tom Doumanis will lead a 
six member bid team alongside fellow 


Soccer NSW 
President Tom Doumanis Is leading 
the charge of a side in the APL. 


SOCCER NSW directors Ross Kelly, Bobby 
Clark and Rob Laws. 

The list does not end there. 

Former Partamatta Power General 
Manager Angela Travis and current Media 
man Kyle Patterson will spearhead the SOC- 
CER NSW campaign in claiming that vital 

Sydney spot. 


= It seems as though the 


jo) puzzle of why Patterson left 
84 the SBS to start off his 
t= career at the powerful 


S OCC E B Federation has been put in 


NSW 


place. 

Current SOCCER NSW 
Technical Director Branko 
Clina has been rumoured in playing a role as 
head coach of the squad but he’s heard noth- 
ing from this. 

Ex-Parramatta Power coach Nick 
Theodorakopoulos’s name has also been 
mentioned with the inclusion of Travis, butin 
Doumanis’ view, its still early days. 

Parklea’s headquarters-knew of this pro- 
posed bid and wanted the best to promote 
their new campaign. 

It is believed that the Marconi Stallions 
have also officially put in a spot for the new 
APL but who are we kidding here? 

If its any indication on how Adelaide 
United went through the past season, then the 
new NSW venture should work a treat. 

“This will be the people's team, a team that 
the soceer family of NSW can call its own”, 
quoted Doumanis. 

“This is a once in a lifetime opportunity 
for Australian soccer to build the high quali- 
ty, exciting and entertaining national compe- 
tition that the game desperately needs,” 

Te looks certain that the bold move for Nick 
Politis’ Sydney Blues side will not go any 
further afier the late SOCCER NSW bid. 


ORY IN THE DARK? 


Glory chairman Nick 
Tana Is pondering his 
future at the club. 


rth Glory coach 

Mich d’Avray admits 

there is no guarantee 
he will lead the ‘team in 
next year’s competition 
after the side lifted the NSI, 
trophy in the last ever 
Grand-Final against the 
Parramatta Power last 
week, 

“Tthink what's got to hap- 
pen now is T sit down with 
the chairman, directors, with 
the board, and find out what 
their objectives are for the 
next season,” he told the 
West Australian, 

“What are the goals? 
What are the plans? What 
does Perth Glory want to 
achieve next year and the 
year after?” 

D’Avray praised the board 
and his players for an out- 
standing season but the 
future atthe club looks rather 
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bleak with even a hint of no told the West Australian, It is expected that 
return forthe former Tpswich “You will always lose one or favourite sons Damian Mori 
star two players, that’s inevitable. and Bobby Despotovski will 
Meanwhile Perth Glory “But our preference is to not wear the Glory colours 
‘owner Nick Tana is hopeful build on what we've got.” next year. 
of keeping his championship Tana was up beat about In Despotovski’s. sheer 
winning squad together. his role at the club after a style at the last ever press 
Its expected several Glory proposed syndicate had conference in Sydney Bobby 
players will seek short-term pointed to a new side in stated, “I don't know yet, 
deals in Asia as they wait for Western Australia. when I find out what will 
the new competition to kick- From his recent com- happen in my career next 


off in 15 months time. 
“Tt may be that we would 
keep everything intact,” Tana 


ments, Tana surely wants to 
be part of the new set-up 
next year. 


year I'l be sure to tell you, 
Right now T must concen- 
trate on my family.” 


VSF want role in ] 
new Melbourne club 


‘ictorian Soccer but I don’t think it would be 
V Federation presi- more than 25 per cent. “T 
dent Manny would hope that the frame- 
Galanos has confirmed work would be in place 
they will provide capital to within three months, by 
‘a consortiom bidding to 
enter a Melbourne-based 
team in Australia’s new 
club competition. 

“Our intention had teen 
to facilitate a bid, but it does 
appear now that the ASA. 
wants state federations to 
hold a stake and most peo- 
ple T have spoken to think 
it's a good idea,” he iold 
‘The Age. 

“Whether that’s 10, 20 or 
25 pet cent, 1 don't know, 


Meanwhile, another 
Victorian consortium, the 
"Melbourne Victory’ have 
emerged with News 
Limited executive Alen 
Rados as its spokesman, 

“We've got advertising 
and marketing experts 
already on board and we've 
got members of the group 
who have travelled overseas 
and had a close look at how 
the top overseas sporting 
organisations operate. This 
has been a work-in-progress 
for a number of years but 
the environment wasn’t 
right until now,” he told the 
Herald-Sun. 


The Vietorian soccer fed- 
eration have jumped on the 
same bandwagon as the 
‘Soccer NSW in wanting to 
pita side in the APL, 


ABSW (@) 


FARINA TO KEEP NATIONAL 
TEAMS TICKING OVER 


CAHILL NOMINATED 
FOR FA AWARD 


All eyes on Frank Farina: The Socceroo and Olyroos coach 
will certainly have his work cut out in the next few months. 


By Peter Damalas 


th the final edition of 
the National Soccer 
League all done and 


dusted, the attentions of the soc- 
cer loving public now turns to 
the Australian national teams. 

‘The Socceroos embark on the 
206 World Cup campaign mid- 
year, while the Under-23s squad 
prepares for the Olympic Games 
in Athens in August, 

In the past, the national league 
and the efforts of Australians 
playing for European clubs has 
dominated these pages, but now it 
seems that international fixtures 
both on these shores and abroad 
will attract a great deal of atten- 
tion. 

In what was the first step in the 
preparation for the Olympic 
Games, all locally based Olyroos 
together last week 


came 


(Wednesday and Thursday) for a 
fitness testing camp conducted at 
the Australian Institute of Sport. 

‘This was used as a data collec- 
tion tool, and the information 
obtained about the players, who 
have just finished the domestic 
season (or in the case of defender 
‘Andrew Durante, have recently 
recovered from injury), will be 
used to help the coaching staff 
plan and prepare for a medal tilt, 

Another camp and a friendly 
match is on the cards for the end 
of April. Coach Frank Farina high- 
lighted the need for a structured 
program over the next few 
months, and cited the preparation 
to January's Olympic Games qual- 
ifying tournament as a poor prece- 
dent. 

"The lead up was completely 
inadequate, we only played two 
‘games beforehand,” he said. 

"We have a very good program 


on the table which needs to be rat- 
ified by — [AustrelianSoccer 
Association]."Farina certainly 
does not underestimate the impor- 
tance of keeping the Australian 
based players fit, considering they 
make up a healthy percentage of 
the possible squad that will travel 
to Athens. 

While the Olyroos are undoubt- 
edly the main focus for the next 
four months, securing fixtures for 
the senior side is seen as crucial 
for Australia's hopes 0° qualifying 
for Germany in two years time. 

The two match home series 
against Turkey in May is being 
treated as a warm-up for the open- 
ing rounds of qualifying, at a 
venue yet to be decided. 

"This is a fantastic opportunity 
for us to compete with a quality 
side, one of the top teams in the 
world," Farina said. 

This year has seen Farina take 
‘charge of the Olyroos qualifiers, 
the match in Venezucla and the 
recent fixture with South Africa in 
London, while assistant coach 
Graham Amold was in charge of 
the Olyroos in their draw with 
Greece on the same day, 

The Olyroos produced a credi- 
ble result against the highly fan- 
cied Greek side who boosted a 
‘number of current European stars. 

A nil-all draw was a result both 
‘Amold and Farina were happy 
with but more work is expected to 
‘come through in the next few 
months, 

‘The coach was pleased with the 
performance and result against the 
Bafana Bafana, but stated that an 
‘improvement was needed in time 
for the next challenge. 

"Tsset the standards very high. I 
thought it was a very good perfor- 
mance but I still believe that we 
can play better," he said. 

Farina stated that "the best 
players will always be selected” 
for international fixtures, but it is 
unclear at this point what the 
make-up of the Socceroo squad 


will be like, given that most of the 
players that are considered to be 
among ‘the best’ will be coming 
off gruelling club seasons in 


Europe, 
The commencement of the 
Australian Premier League, 


scheduled for July/August 2005, 
has put many locally based play- 
ers in a bind as to how they con- 
tinue their playing careers. Given 
the time off national league soccer 
(9-15 months), players may feel 
that their chances of representing 
Australia have been jeopardised. 

The issue of having an 
Australia 'B' side, made up of 
local players with fixtures 
arranged at home, has resurfaced 
this week (see below). 

Farina said that he is all for this 
idea, but acknowledged the chal- 
lenges involved in setting up this 
two-tiered system. 

"TL think this is a good idea as it 
ives the players some opportuni 
ties. But finding opponents will be 
very difficult, we may only man- 
age to play matches against club 
sides," he said. 

And with a full schedule this 
year, plans for a second team may 
have to wait. 

Australia will play off for the 
OFC Nations Cup in October 
should they finish in the top two 
of the Oceania World Cup qualify- 
ing group, while September and 
November will also see the team 
in action, most likely in Euroge. 

Farina believes that the game in 
‘Australia is heading in the right 
direction, but was quick to encour- 
age those involved to "be patient." 

"Things don't just happen 
overnight, we have to expect a bit 
of pain," he said, 

Whatever the case, Frank 
Farina will be one busy man in the 
next few months with having a 
holiday the last on his ‘to do’ list. 

Farina will be hoping that 
Germany 2006 will be our year 
tek it break their World Cup 


occeroo and Millwall star 

‘Tim Cahill has been nomi- 

nated for a prestigious FA 
award thanks to his outstand- 
ing performance in his club’s 
FA Cup Semi Final. 

Cahill, who recently fulfilled 
an ambition by making his debut 
for the Australian national side as 
a late substitute against South 
Aitica, has helped book his side 
an unlikely FA Cup Final place 
and a meeting with Premiership 
siants Manchester United 

Cahill however did have a bad 
end of the week when he was red- 
carded against Cardiff in thei nil- 
all draw. 

‘Two players from Manchester 
United and another Millwall play- 
er have also been short-listed by 
The FA to fill the last place in The 
FA’s first ever “Team of The FA 
Cup’, run in partnership with 
UMBRO. 


Cahill along with defender 
Darren Ward have been nominat- 
ed from Millwall, while 
Manchester United’s Wes Brown 
and Paul Scholes are also in the 
frame. 

Lion’s Midfielder Tim Cahill 
scored the winner for Millwall as 
they overcame fellow Nationwide 
side Sunderland 1-0 and defender 
Darren Ward was instrumental in 
denying Sunderland the possibili- 
ty of an equaliser. 

‘The FA now wants fans to 
decide the overall winner by vot- 
ing online at www.TheFA.com 
and votes must be cast before 
9,00am on Tuesday, 13th. April. 
Fans clicking on their chosen 
Player of the Round now also 
have the chance to win tickets to 
the FA Cup Final, A winner will 
be drawa from all entries and will 
receive two tickets for The FA 


GRANT LEE: "WE NEED A SOCCEROO B TEAM" 


Cup Final, FA Head of Football 
Development Trevor Brooking is 
urging fans to get behind the play- 
ers 

“The four players performed 
magnificently in securing their 
teams an FA Cup Final place and 
shot at FA Cup glory at the 
Millennium Stadium in May. The 
FA Cup isa magical competition 
and it's performances like his that 
liye long in the memory of the 
world’s greatest domestic cup 
competition.” 

‘The Player of the Round will 
win £3000 worth of UMBRO 
football kit and equipment for the 
Tocal school, club or organisation 
of his choice. He will also receive 
an UMBRO gift of kit player 
package including XAI boots and 
training apparel as well as an 
engraved salver. 

If Cahill is successful in clinch- 
ing the fans vote ahead of the 
Manchester United pair, he will 
take his place alongside other 
Player of the Round winners such 
as Liverpool’s Bruno Cheyrou 
and Arsenal pair Jose Antonio 
Reyes and Freddie Ljungberg in 
The FA’s first ever Team of The 
FA Cup. Elite members of this 
team from previous rounds will 
be afforded The FA VIP treatment 
at this year’s FA Cup Final and 
will be honoured on the pitch 
‘before the Cardiff crowd, 


Other winners include: 
James Curley (Oldham Town), 
Steve Guinan (Hereford United), 
Jeff Minton (Canvey Island), Lee 
Thundle (Swansea City), Paddy 
James (Lymington & New 
Milton), Darren Curtie 
(Wycombe Wanderers) and 
Ashley Sestanovovich 
(Scarborough). 


ee 


ydney United coach Grant Lee has 
called for an Australia 'B' team to 
be arranged in the not too distant 
future. 

The possibility of having 2 national 
team based entirely around players plying 
their trade in the National Soccer League, 
was introduced last year, and Socceroo 
‘coach Frank Farina has supported the ide 

While discussing the impact that the 
break from national league soccer might 
have on the sport at home, Lee argued in 
favour of having a second national team, 
not unlike the Australia A cricket side, 
that plays its matches on these shores. 

"The players here need to have more 
competiticn for places. It would be nice to 
have the carrot in front of you, from a 
players point of view, as there is not a lot 
for the players playing domestically 12 
strive for,” he said, 

"T see this as a stepping stone, We 
should be playing more intemationals 
against sides in Asia, up to 12-14 matches 
ayear." 

‘Lee highlighted the fact that there has 
been a lack of information about a set 


commencement date for the new 
Australian Premier League, and said that 
players feel insecure. 

"Ttis along time between seasons, what 
are we going to do in the meantime?” he 
said, 

"Players are looking elsewhere in order 
to subsidise their income, A lot of guys 
have taken off, to Malaysia, Japan and 
even Belgium, and I can't blame them for 
going 25 they are looking after their 
finances.” 


But the former coach at the Australian 
Institute of Sport offered a waming to 
players who are joining new clubs. 

"Playing season to season is tough. 
Mental burnout is a key issue, and senior 
players need a short break from the psy- 
chological strains," he said. 

"While it is important for athletes to do 
something active and keep the body tick- 
ing over, [ feel that they also need to get 
away from the game so they can rebuild 
their reserves and enthusiasm." 

For young players such as United mid- 
fielder Labinot Haliti, the next few months 
will be characterised by confusion as they 
attempt to weigh up the options before 
‘them. 


The 19 year old, who played his first 
full season with Sydney United after 
transferring from Olympic in the off sea- 
son, stated that moving overseas may be 
the wrong option. 

"Some players don't know what they 
are getting into when they go overseas, 
Players make mistakes and are unsure 
about who to trust. 

"We have to do something in order to 
keep fit. The lower league is an option, 
there are good players across the park, but 
the standard is not like the NSL. It is a 
ong season for those involved in the top 
six especially, and we need a break,” he 
said. 


Halit’s coach at Sydney United is hop- 
ing to establish a fitness program for the 
players in the meantime, 

"I would like to run some programs that 
focus on strength and conditioning, agili- 
ty, speed, technique and tactical training. 1 
feel that this is more conducive to the 
senior players in the long term. 

"We will try to keep the squad together. 
The younger players need to leam and 
strive, and playing in the state league can 
be detrimental to the development of these 
players. This club is very strong, and we 


have a tight unit with some battle hand- 
ened players, but it is difficult for clubs to 
formulate squads at the moment," Lee. 
said, 

Parallels have been drawn between soc- 
cer and rugby union, with the 8 team APL 
format set to follow the principles that 
govern the Super 12 competition, 

But Grant Lee insisted that success is 
still a number of years away."Rugby was a 
dying game until the Super 12 resurrected 
it. There was a complete focus on one 
direction, and plans for this competition 
began in 1986. But with soccer it is differ- 
ent- at junior grassroots level the game is 
very strong. 

"My biggest concer is that some peo- 
ple behind the scenes may not have soccer 
at heat, and are not working for the 
Tongevity of the game, They are trying to 
make itas difficult as possible for clubs to 
get involved [in the APL} as they are try- 
ing to de-ethnicise the game. Unless there 
is a change in mentality, we will always 
struggle," he said. * 

‘The one team per region format will hit 
home hard in Sydney, which had five 
teams competing in the final NSL season. 

‘The Sydney APL franchise will no 


An idea of importing a second 
Soeceroo squad should be on the 
cards Insists Grant Lee. 


doubt pick up the best talents in New 
South Wales, and can be expected to 
attract the interest of some players cur- 
rently on the fringes in Europe. 

At the end of the day, the best players 
will be picked, and this makes it tough for 
young players," Haliti said. 
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Letters to the Editor Mi <= 


HAS ASA LOST ITS 
MARBLES? 


Dear Sir, 

Firstly, I would like to praise the ‘Australian and 
British Soccer Weekly’ as a whole especially their 
dynamic chief editor Mark Stavroutakis for his effort- 
less hours of devotion in promoting the world game to 
the many thousands of soccer lovers around Australia. 

Secondly for .his brilliant initiatives in its 
ENDEAVOUR’S OF MAKING AWARE Mr Frank 
Lowy and Co at ASA that the proposed the APL &- 
team competition scheduled to start in June/July in 
2005 is perceived by the general soccer public and the 
players to a big a BIG JOKE (hope you read this Mr 
Lowy and Co) thanks to SBS “The Joan of Arc’s of 
Australian Soccer.” 

Ata recent poll conducted by SBS Toyota Sport on 
Sunday the 4th of April the question put to Australia’s 
soccer supporters Was “Do you approve of the pro- 
posed APL 8 team competition? 

“Guess what Mr Lowy and Co (83% said = No} 
(17% said = Yes) are you taking note ofthis? 

On the 15th of December 2003, I forwarded Mr 
Frank Lowy a7 page report voicing my opinion on the 
restructuzing of the NSL, 

Here are some abstracts from that 7 page report:- 


Quote: 
Restructuring of the NSL 


‘The duration of the new League 

Ttis my personal opinion that the new league which 
by all accounts could be launched as yearly as the 
2004/5 season should be composed of a 16-18 team 
not of a 10 team competition as suggested within the 
soccer hierarchy and there are several reasons for that: 

Firstly because the soccer public have been starved 
for far too long of a decent lengthy season similar to 
our Eoropean and our South American colleagues 
(lets not imitate what the Scottish FA did by playing 
home & away TWICE what a disaster) a 30-34 weeks 
not including the finals would give the starved sup- 
porter “plenty to chew about” so to speak, the main 
objective here Mr Lowy isto maintain the momentum 
of the soccer public interest for the world game as 
longa s possible. 

Secondly potential sponsors would be easier to 
attract to the new league knowing their product would 
gain a far better exposure for a 16-18 team league (30- 
34 weeks) rather then to a 10 team league (18 weeks) 
excluding the finals. 

feel a 10 team composition would be a disaster for 
the code (see the attached article of the (‘Australian & 
British Soccer Weekly’) under the heading ‘dressing 
sheds’ subtitled: Tanners slams a 10 team push. 

‘There is talk in the soccer circles that a 16 or 18 
Jeague would be unproductive, or an warranted or the 
quality of players are not around to embrace a 16 or 
18 team league! 

‘You can rest assured Mr Lowy that the moment cri- 
teria is officially known you will be inundated with 
new clubs eager to be part of the new league. 

On the players side well as you stated yourself we 
‘won't be able to entice the likes of Viduka or Kewell 
but you can rest assure that there are over a hundred 
players playing abroad with first division experience 
that would jump at the opportunity to play in the new 
league providing it has flair, be reputable and most 
importantly provide financial guarantees which as we 
are well aware has not been the case in the past. 


‘The new APL should be composed of a 16-18 
team 


REGIONS-REPS: 


‘New South Wales: 4 is justifiable if you con- 
sider that Sydney has an population in excess of 4 mil- 
lion people by having 4 team in the Sydney region it 
will bring back the classic derby of the past such as 
APLA- Marconi or A.PLA.- Olympic (a crowd of 
27,250 turned up in 1964 is today still a club record). 

Victoria: 3 is also justifiable, includ- 
ing of a team from the Asian Community should that 
interest materialise it would add a new image, colour 
to the league, open opportunities for Asian invest- 
ments, television exposure etc, within the Asian 
Region. 

‘Northern NSW: 1 Newcastle is always 
been the Mecca of Australian soccer not having a 


representative in the region would bea travesty of jus- 
tice (who can ever forget Ken Boden’s Newcastle 
United) 

Central Coast: 1 ‘The Central Coast region 
should be encouraged fo have a combined representa- 
tive in the area. Mr Lowy have you forgotten the great 
South Coast United (under Jim Kelly’s reign?) 


ACT: 1 The ACT region war- 
rants a representative providing they can get their act 
together! 

South Australia: 2 Would be good to see as 


with the NSW to have two representatives in the 
region there is talk of Con Makris wanting to join the 
league for some time a derby between Adelaide 
United v Adelaide Galaxy given the right promotion 
‘in would attract crowds in excess of 20,000. 

Western Australia: 2 Similar to NSW & SA 
derby’s are good for the game the Fremantle region 
have been toying sith for years a local Detby between 
the Perth Glory v The Fremantle Dockers given the 
rrght build up could draw crowds of 25,000-30,000. 

‘Queensland: 2 Brisbane Lions once 
again has shown interest in joining the APL should be 
encouraged to apply providing they meet the criteria, 
as with NSW, SA, WA derby’s can be beneficial for 
‘the local soccer, 

Gold Coast: 1 A Gold Coast representa- 
tive should also be invited considering the massive 
‘investments by the Japanese from that region, anyone. 
can tell you that whenever a NSL is invited to play an 
exhibition game with a local side it always draw 
crowds between 3-4,000 you can imagined playing in 
the new league the crowd it would draw! 

‘Asian region: 1 ‘A representative from 
the J League or the Korean League would create clos- 
er ties with the Asia Confederation local sponsor will 
be easier to attract since their product would havea far 
greater exposure, 

There is talk of inviting another Kiwi team what a 
{joke what can we gain in such a venture what benefit 
did we gain in having a Kiwi team in the NSL, other 
than been crowned the NSL’s woodea spooner’s for 
the last two seasons, we should only be interested in 
recruiting winners not losers. 

‘As mentioned several times above by adding an 
extra team in QLD, WA, SA, it will not only create 
rivalry, it will also increase public support similar to 
Italian derby Inter Milan-AC Milan or the English 
derby Manchester United-Manchester City. 

‘The idea Mr Lowy is to take game to the people! 

Consideration should be given to the current NSL 
clubs especially if you take into account the signifi- 
cant contribution these clubs have given to Australian 
soccer as a whole such as South Melsoume, Sydney 
Olympic, Marconi, Sydney United etc. The ASA 
should perhaps encourage these clubs the opportunity 
of a complete overhaul so as to meet the criteria 
should they be considered for the new premier league. 


UNQUOTE: 


I would like to ask the gentlemen at the ASA on 
What are ex NSL players expected live on for the next 
15 months? And what of the supporters around 
Australia of this beautiful game are they expected to 
be deprived of top soccer for the next 15 months! You 
have got to be kidding gentlemen! 

Already the top players of now defunct NSL have 


Power) has fixed himself a professional contract with 
a club in Malaysia and many more will follow. 

Some simply cannot wait that long and have decid- 
ed to retire (Bobby Despotovski of Perth Glory) and 
of the poor cld soccer supporter well he will simply 
tum his backto the local soccer and watch the EPL or 
Italian, Spanish League on Optus or Foxtel as no 
soccer lover on the globe can be starved of top soccer 
for such a long period of time! 

Of John O'Neill appointment a master stroke a fear 
not, can someone at the SAS tell Mr O’Neillthat you 
ccannot compare oranges (Union) with apples (Soccer) 
and what may have been successful with Rugby 
Union I am referring to “The Super 12” that does not 
necessary mean that will work with other codes! 
(soccer) 

Should this should fail in resurrecting the so called 
“The Sleeping Giant” what was first perceived with 
last year’s Frank Lowy appointment as soccer's 
Messiah could became soccer devil's advocator! 


Clandio Barbaro 
A supporter of soccer radical changes 
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WELL DONE GLORY 


Dear Sir, 

I must say that the way Perth Glory came back to 
win their second championship in a row was absolute- 
ly incredible, Here we had a team who were totally 
ripped to shreds by last Sunday's opponents, and lack- 
ing the results against Parrdimatia, but put on an exce!- 
Tent showing in difficult circumstances. 

They clearly deserved their victory in the grand 
final, Throughout the match they looked the more 
determined outfit, punishing in defence and useful up 
front. They should have had the match well and truly 
sewn up before full-time, 4 

think for me a key moment was when Pert won 
a goal kick after a period of sustained pressure from 
the Power, As the defence were taking their positions, 
defender Jade North did a slight pumping of the fist, 
not enough for the cameras to capture. This was a 
telling moment for me, 1 had an inkling that the away 
team, and underdogs, would come away with the 1ro- 


y. 
Mich d” Avray deserves congratulations for his 
ability to building a consistent squad with some new 
additions at the start of the season, and the way Perth 
played last Sunday in the wet indicates the intelli- 

gence of the coach, Well done! 
Kirk Malley. 


Homebush, NSW. 


15 MONTHS OFF - WELL 
DONE? 


Dear Sir, 

How on earth will the new APL competition attract 
the interests of soccer supporters fifteen months after 
the conclusion. of the NSL? With very little domestic 
action until the early stages of 2005, the soccer com- 
‘munity will be totally lost, and I will not be surprised 
to see similar crowds attend APL matches as the ones 
we have been used to for years. 

ASA are taking a huge risk here, and although 1 
would love to see the new national league take off 
with a bang and give the rival football codes a run for 
their money, the signs have not been promising so far. 

The players themselves, whose qualities and talents 
will attract interest, are mostly planning to move over- 
seas. Parramatta Power, the best attacking team in the 
country, will be disbanded and distributed elsewhere, 
and this is sad because soccer needs entertainment, 
and this squad provided it, 

By July/August 2005, I think we will find that play- 
ers are settled wherever they are, and it will certainly 
take a lot of convincing to bring them back for the 
sake of the Aussie game. 

Jules Livingston. 


Queanbeyan, ACT, 


GET LOST HARRY WE 
HAVE BETTER PLAYERS! 


Dear Sir, 

Step aside Kewell, the star player for the Australian 
national team is undoubtedly Marco Bresciano. The 
Parma man has come on leaps and bounds this season, 
where he has been one of the top performers in the 
Italian Serie A, and for the Socceroos. 

He has added a new dimension to the central mid- 
field, with spark and creativity. Having both Okon and 
‘koko in the centre was good inthe past from a defen- 
sive point of view, but Australia desperately needed 
some attacking action from behind the strikeforee, to 
case the pressure off the wide men. 

Bresciano represents the true spirit of Australian 
soccer. He is daring in his approach play, confident 
and composed on the ball, and gives his all when 
tracking back to assist his defence. 

‘And he has helped Mark Viduka as well by provid- 
ing him with the kind of service that he thrives on, and 
the big guy retumed the favour by setting up 
Bresciano’s match winner against South Africa last 
woek. 

With Tim Cabill waiting in the wings, Farina has 
great depth in midfield, along with the likes of Josip 
Skoko, Simion Colosimo and Vince Grella as the 
defensive shield in the middle of the park. 

Eileen Bentley, 
Cherrybrook, NSW. 


DIDULICA STILL 
AVAILABLE! 


Dear Sir, 

Tread your publication every week and really enjoy 
it 

I’m just concerned that Frank Farina has let go 
Australia’s next goalkeeper in Joey Didulica, who 
wanted to play for Australia but was ignored by 
Farina. 

Theard that he is injured and may not play against 
Turkey which may give Farina time to win him back. 
Only time will tell if tis a mistake to have lost him to 
Croatia. 

N. Edwards (Victoria) 


SOCCEROOS FOCUSED 


‘The Socceroos look like a team that is incredibly 
focused on qualifying forthe world’s biggest football 
tournament. There is a great.sense of unity among the 
players which is quite rare in international teams. 

‘While there are definite stars, like Kewell, Viduka 
and Lazatidis, no one is irreplaceable, and this can 
only help Farina,s cause. 

‘The coach believes in sticking to his guns in terms 
of his selection of similar teams in every match, and I 
think he should be supported in this. It is vitally 
important for the players considered to be in the start- 
ing XI to have experience in playing with each other, 
and this can only happen in regular matches. 

Aloisi and°Kalac may feel hard done by at the 
moment with their lack of game time, but if they have 
patience, like Bresciano, they will come to play a big- 
ger part in the next couple of year. 

Go the Aussies! They are emerging as a truly excel- 
Jent team, one which all sports fans should adopt as 


their own. 
Alex Bright. 
Richmond, VIC. 


DERBY’S LONG GONE 


Dear Sir, 

The notion that the national league needs local der- 
bies is absolutely absurd, in my opinion. While 
Australian fans may wish to feel the excitement of the 
world’s great derby matches, such as River-Boca, 
Milan-Inter or Rangers-Celtic, Australia offers a total- 
ly different environment. Look at the sheer size of the 
country, 

If we are serious about having a national competi- 
tion, we need to have clubs located around the coun- 
try, and given the quality of the NSL at present, I feel 
wwe can only support 8-10 teams in an elite league, 

So, sad as it may sound, Sydney can only supporta 
maximum of two teams, If we look at the history 
books, since the last grand final hosted by a Sydney 
club in 1993, teams from across the country (Perth, 
Wollongong, Brisbane, 

Melbourne and Adelaide) have won the champi- 
onship, while Sydney clubs have struggled to even 
qualify for the top six series. 

The passion that existed when Olympic played 
United or Marconi, such a key in yesteryear, simply 
disappeared, and with average attendances of around 
2,000, who could in their right mind suggest that more 
local derbies is what is needed. 

‘The NSL divided the soccer loving public accord- 
ing to ethnicity. Greeks supported Olympic, Italians 
supported Marconi, it was as simple as that. 

‘What the new APL hopes to create is clubs that 
appeal to all soccer supporters, withiout any lines of 
division. 

Johin Jenner. 
Ultimo, NSW. 


HAVE SOMETHING 
TO SAY? 


VOICE YOUR OPINION TO ABSW 


Either via Email or by Mail. 

1-9 Glebe Point Road, Glebe 2037 or email 
absw@foreignlanguage.com.au 

‘This week's open forum - Should there be 
a Second Division in Australia? 


ABSW(S} 


Green and Gold Army Series Green & Gots Army 


poe econ esse iter vr sits set 


Beirikinuen aod eel mncimie oe 


- TICKETEK (02) 9266 4800 


*Quole ‘GGARMY’ in Bay 1/2/3- 


“Monday May 24 Telstra Dome 7.30pm 


‘Tickets on Thursday April 8 


‘TICKETMASTERT Across the counter directly 
We are hoping 10 also make this available over the phone — check gearmy.com for updates 


*Quote GGARMY'~ 


‘Travel 


Merchandise: 


ae 2S 


‘The GGAmy ac also hoping o organise bus tps fom Adelaide to Melbourne, Melboure 


‘We wil also be organising pre and post match functions for both matches so sty tuned 0 
GGAnny.com for details closer to the matches, 


‘The GGArmy will have a range of merchandise (Hats. T-Shirts. Flags etc) available to be 
putchused at the pre-match functions and also at the game. Online shopping facilities will be 


available shortly, so stay tuned for the latest GGAmmy merchandise. 


‘As always seating in the GGArnty is not restricted 10 GGArmy Members but if you are 
. ‘purchasing seats with non-registered fans please direct them to ggarmy.com to register FREE. 


Ne Tei re Cerys cape) behind i gps: 


Socceroos return, 
but at a price 


By Mark van Aken 


he ASA this week announced 

the ticket pricing for the 

I ‘upcoming home series against 

Turkey in Melbourne and Sydney 

and it isn’t pretty reading for thrifty 
Socceroos fans. 

Tickets are available in only two cat- 
egoties; A or B, with cheapest seating 
for Adults in Melbourne set at $77 and 
$67 in Sydney. The pricing strategy is 
seemingly 1 result of the high cost of 
bringing out the Socceroos and quality 
opposition, which the Turkish side cer- 
tainly is. 

Turkey were one of the surprise 
packets of the last World Cup claiming 
third place and have maintained their 
high standards, currently claiming 
‘ninth spot in FIFA’s World Standings. 
The rise Turkish football has been pro- 
nounced in recent times, riding on the 
back of club sides like Galatasaray 
enjoying success in European competi- 
tion and no doubt luring such a team to 
Australia would not be cheap. 

This hasn’t stopped considerable 
disdain amongst the Australian soccer 
fraternity in relation to the high costs, 
many claiming the ASA owed a certain 
good will factor to the fans after 
decades of mismanagement and per- 
ceived fleecing of the public, 

Adding insult to injury is the fact 
that the only concession discount 
offered to patrons is for children Under 
16 and Aged Pensioners, even then the 
costs of seating are as much as $45. It 
is common place for sports to offer dis- 


counted seating to Full-Time Students, 
Senior Citizens and Health Care Card 
holders, such discounts are not avail- 
able for either of the matches. 

A source close to the ASA reasoned 
that getting the Turks down under 
would not be cheap. “There will be cer- 
tain criteria that Turkey would have 
laid out to make the trip happen”. No 
doubt Australia’s own stars would have 
also needed a nice carrot to lure them 
home during what is essentially their 
holidays, 

Compared to other national team 
fixtures the prices are high, but most 
teams don’t have the ‘event’ factor of 
these Socceroos fixtures considering 
the plethora of stars of European soccer 
from Australia’s own Kewell, Viduka 
and Bresciano to Turkey’s Hasan Sas 
and Hakan Sukur to name a few. 

Given that it is the first time the 
Socceroos have played on Australian 
soil since their 1-0 World Cup 
Qualifying win over Uruguay nearly 3 
years ago, the ASA will be banking on 
the novelty value that a full strength 
national side brings. Added to this is 
drawing power of the visitors, with 
Melbourne and Sydney both boasting 
large Turkish communities. 

Whether fans like it or not, such 
pricing for future fixtures may be 
unavoidable without significant spon- 
sorship to off-set the immense cost of 
transporting teams and elite venue hire. 
Fans hoping to see the Socceroos at 
‘home more often are likely to be disap- 
pointed with all but a couple of players 
involved in leagues on the other side of 


the world, getting more than a smatter- 
ing of post-season matches is improba- 
ble. 

Unlike Australia’s other high profile 
national teams, the ASA is not the 
players pay master and as such the 
parameters around Socceroos matches 
will always be different than others 
The ARU control the Wallabies purse 
strings, Cricket Australia control Ricky 
Ponting’s and his team and as such they 
control the shots, the ASA don’t have, 
and never will have that luxury. 

The ASA have an uphill battle con- 
vincing the public that the Socceroos 
first team will in fact make the trip 
home before the fans hand over their 
money cart blanche. The game is lit- 
tered with fixtures that promised so 
much and delivered little. 

The most glaring of a string of such 
disasters included a match against 
Brazil where Harry Kewell and 
Ronaldo were used as the center piece 
of the matches marketing, only to see 
both players miss out through injury. 
The promoters were forced to refund 
monies to ticket holders and throw 
open the gates to the public for free, 
crowds were large but losses were 
immense. To add insult to injury it was 
the same match where Ned Zelic so 
famously quit the Socceroos after 
being. 

Come what may, the games offer a 
unigue opportunity for Australian fans 
to see a top 10 nation up against its 
own and no doubt Frank Farina’s men 
will enjoy plenty of support come the 
last week in May. 


By Mark van Aken 


t could only be described as 
disappointing — crowd 
‘amassed at Bob Jane Stadium 


last Sunday in an effort to raise funds 
for the beleaguered South Melbourne 
Soccer Club. 

South’s CEO Mark Patterson was 
upbeat despite the showing. “We have 
raised something like $35,000 today and 
that coupled with the corporate dinner we 
are close to $300,000 so far with plenty 
more functions to come”. 

Patterson's optimism aside, the mood 
‘was a sombre one amongst the South faith- 
ful that numbered ‘500-1,000" on the day 
but seemingly no more than 250 at any one 
time. Fans were confused with the mecha- 
nism for donations to rescue the club, titled 
“Friends of South Memberships’. 

‘Talk amongst fans was that the ‘mem- 

berships’offered purchases entrance to the 
clubs matches in the Victorian Premier 
League next season, Upon further exami- 
nation this was not the case. 
The day was hosted by George 
Donikian and saw a host of speakers from 
Entertainer George Kapiniaris to local 
politicians and passionate members plead- 
ing for fans to dig deep into their pockets 
to save the club. 

Unfortunately for the lakesiders, they 
‘were preaching to the choir, with almost all 
cn the day pledging their support. It was 
the tens of thousands of absent fans that 
the message needed to reach, as the clubs 
financial plight seems to worsen with 
every passing day, 


South's SOS falling 
on deaf ears 


club essentially has no guaranteed forum 
to continue its core operations, if it does 
not raise immediate liquidity the club may 
be forced into administration or in a worse 
case scenario, liquidation. 

“We have several other events coming 
up from corporate dinners to Mehmet’s 
Testimonial, which is pencilled in for the 
14th” explained Patterson, still optimistic 
the clubs target of $1 million within a mat- 
ter of weeks can be reached, 


South Melboume was rocked recently ~ | 


by news that only one Victorian team will 
have a place in the revamped national 
‘competition next year. This has created an 
immediate debt servicing burden as the 


Mehmet Durakovic will be having a 
Testimonial Match in the next few 
weeks at Bob Jane. 
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‘would be eliminated from the Champions League but that is 

‘exactly what happened last week when Deportivo La Coruna 
won 4-0 at home. 

Afler winning the first ley 4-1 at the San Situ it appeared that 
AC Milan would coast to the semi finals but the footbalb miracle 
that was required happened in La Coruna. 

‘AC Milan, Arsenal and Real Madrid were all eliminated last 
‘week in what turned out to be the most incredible ever week inthe 
Champions League, 

This time last year there were three Italian teams in the semi 
finals but this year there are none. Congratulations go to Chelsea, 
‘Monaco, Porto “and Deportivo for their achievements which are 
surely beyond evel their own wildest dreams, 

Italy's only claim this year inthe Champions League is Chelsea 
coach Claidio Ranieri. The likeable Ranier really needs to secure 
‘a major trophy if e is to hold onto his job at Chelsea. 

kkk 

- Rupert Murdoch's Sky Italia network as its way then we wll 

see the Serie A played over three days next year; Saturday, 

Sunday and Monday, 

‘Traditionally the Serie A has been a 3.00pm Sunday afternoon 
ritual in Italy but in recent years, to satisfy television requirements, 
they have played matches on Saturday aftemoon, Saturday night 
and Sunday night. 

‘Sky Italia aims fo take this one step further with matches to be 
played at lunchtime on Sunday, just like the English Premier 
League does on a Saturday, and on Monday night, just like the 
American Football’ traditional Monday night fixture. 

Sky Italia will soon take its proposal to the Italian Federation, 
If approved the nine Serie A matches will be spread as follows: 
‘one each on Saturday aftemoon, Saturday night, Sunday 
Tnchtime, Sunday night and Monday night, with the remaining 
four inthe traditional Sunday afternoon slot. 

‘Monday night would appear to be a problem because of the 
midweek Champions League and UEFA Cup fixtures but in 
England they manage to work around this and still play on a 
Monday night. 

Tt has also been done in Australia with the AFL and rughy 
league where there are even Friday night fixtures which have been 
‘a part of those football codes for many years, 

‘Moving the Serie A around the extended weekend is a blow to 
tradition but in today’s world television reyenue fs too important 
to ignore. Subscribers to pay television especially need to be 
enticed with an abundance of football available over the weekend. 

kkk 

‘avier Pizzo is not exactly 2 household name but if events had 

turned out differently he could have continued his career 

which may have led to bigger and better things. Or so he 
claims. 

In an Argentine court Pizzo is suing Juventus’s Mauro 
‘Camoranesi who in recent years has declared his loyalty to Italy 
and played for the Azari. 

Pizzo was a player for Alvarado and he blames Camoranesi for 
a triple break of hisknee thathe suffered in 1994. It was in amatch 
against Aldovisi, Camoranesi’s then team, that this alleged inci- 
dent occurred. 

Pizzo claims that his career was ended after the operation and 
that he was on the verge of being transferred to a First Division 
club in Argentina but for that incident. tis just another sorry tale 
of football injuries being relived in courtrooms around the work. 

keke 
rico Ameri passed away last week aged 78 and older read- 
ers would recall him as the voice of Serie A football on 
italian radio for some thirty years until his retirement about 
a decade ago. 

‘Ameti set the standards in broadcasting and was always the 
caller who was assigned the main game of the weekend, Only nine 
‘months ago Sandro Cioti aged 76, another legendary soccer radio 
caller in Italy, passed away but he, unlike his colleague Ameri, was 
‘working almost until the end. 

‘Ameri and Cioti were a formidable duo and housshold names 
in Taly, The former atthe main game and the latter at the second 
best game of the round brought the ‘calcio’ to life in many Italian 
households on a Sunday aftemoon and even in far away places 
such as Australia thanks tothe old 2EA, now called SBS radio, 

Radio has always been the medium that brought you the imme- 
diacy of the matches. One vividly recalls that on Sunday after- 
noons the townsfolk would park their car up along the Tocal 
‘mountain road in order to get a clearer radio reception to hear the 
football The main voice they listened to was that of the great 
Enrico Ameri. 


I: is hard to believe that AC Milan, the defending champions, 


kk KK 
‘NSW readers can tune into 98,5 FM on Sunday nights at 
10.00pm for all the latest soccer news locally and abroad with 
myself, Joseph Carlucei, Mark Stavroulakis, Robert Scarselletta 
and Stuart Jones, 


JUVENTUS .......1 


[Wiest 0 Sees dee er) 
ere was litle to choose between the sides 
| for much of their encounter at the Delle Alpi 
stadium with Simone Inzaghi wasting a good 
chance in the first half for Roberto Mancini's side 
and Gianluca Zambrotta going close for Juve, 
A draw looked a fair result but two minutes from 
the end the Lazio defence left David Trezeguet 
unmarked and the French striker rose to head home 
a Mauro Camoranesi cross to give third-placed 
Juve the points. The defeat means Lazio drop down 
to fifth. 


AC MILAN 
EMPOLI ..........0 


fer their disastrous midweek exit from the 

Champions League, leaders Milan strug- 

ed to beat lowly Empoli and needed. late 
penalty to secure the win. 

Empoli keeper Daniele Balli was sent off for an 
84th minute challenge on Jon Dahl Tomasson 
allowing Andrea Pirio to convert the ensuing spot 
Kick, 

‘With five matches left, Milan are nine points 
clear of second place Roma, who have a game in 
hand. 


CHIEVO ..........1 
io Capello's side were serving the first of a 
Frese ‘ban from their Olympic stadium 
following crowd trouble in last month's 
Rome derby. 

Chievo had chances to take the lead but it was 
John Carew who fired low past keeper Giorgio 
Frezzolini for a 32nd minute Roma lead. Federico 
Cossato headed his side level two minutes later, 

‘Antonin Cassano nodded Roma ahead midway 
through the second half before Andrea Barzagli's 
‘own goal late on made it 3-1. 


PERUGIA .........2 
INTER MILAN seed 


points for Inter in their bid forthe fourth 
‘Champions League qualification slot but a 
defeat which leaves Perugia struggling next 

to bottom. 
‘Against the run of play, Inter's Brazilian Adriano 
‘opened the scoring with a superb solo effort in the 
24th minute but goals early in the second half from 


Ascoli 3 Ternana 2, Albinoleffe 1 Avellino 
0, Bari 3 Salernitana 0, Catania 2 Torino 0, 
Como 0 Atalanta 3, Genoa 2 Fiorentina 1, 
Napoli 1 Palermo 1, Piacenza 2 Pescara 1, 
Treriso 1 Livorno 1, Venezia 1 Cagliari 2, 
Verona 0 Messina 0, Vicenza 1 Triestina 1. 


Pow 
Palermo 17 
2.Messina 37 16 
3.Atalanta 37 15 
i 15 


15.Albinoleffe 
16.Treviso 79 
17.Ascoli 37 10 
18.Venezia 379 
19Salemitana 37 10 
20.Verona 379 


21.Pescara ee) 

22.Bati 37.9 * 
23.Como 37-7 Ml 19 30 -5132 
24 Avellino 5 
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Eusebio Di Francesco and Dario Hubner put rele- 
gation-threatened Perugia 2-1 up. 

Adriano pulled Inter Tevel with a powerful shot 
after a smart tur in the 86th minute and three min- 
utes later Nigerian Obafemi Martins sprung 
Perugia's offside trap aad rounded keeper Zeljko 
Kalac to slot home the winner. 


ANCONA .........3 
BOLOGNA ........2 


icona collected their first win of the cam- 
paign after 28 games and a week afterrele- 


gation, 

Hidetoshi Nakata gave Bologna the lead with a 
12th-minute penalty but Milan Rapaic pulled 
Ancona level on 26 minutes. 

Christian Bucchi put the home side in front soon 
after the restart before Rapaic's deflected free kick 
beat keeper Gianluca Pagliuca to make it 3-1. Igli 
‘Tare cut the deficit on 64 minutes to make Ancona 
sweat ouf the rest of the match. 


lowed Parma's Benito Carbone to slot 
home after 35 seoonds. 

Alberto Gilardino easily tapped home Parma's 
second just before the break when team mate and 
Sccceroo star Marco Bresciano beat the offside 
trep and fed the young striker in front of goal. 

‘An Emesto Chevanton blast gave Lecce some 
hope but Gilardino made sure of the points eight 
minutes from time, firing his 17th goal of the sea- 
son from the edge of the box for a win that leaves 
‘Parma in the fourth Champions League spot. 


REGGINA . 
UDINESE . 


incenzo Taquinta’s strike lifted Udinese to a 
precious away victory over relegation 
strugglers Reggina. 

The Calabrian side attacked from the start hitting 
the crossbar with a Gianluca Comotto first-half 
effort. Udinese's David Di Michele was brought 
down in the box in the 62nd minute but Francesco 
Cozza fired the ensuing penalty over the crossbar, 

The visitors gained momentum and a defensive 
error in the 76th allowed Faquinta to slot past keep- 
et Emanuele Belardi. 


SIENA . =. 0 


SAMPDORIA «+0 
ampdoria remain in the race for a UEFA Cup 
berth and Siena got the point they needed in 
their effort to aveid the drop. 

Both sides had their chances, Aimo Diana hitting 

the post for Sampeloria in the first half and Enrico 

Chiesa coming close for Siena with a free kick late 

on. 


Lecce's Jorge Bolano (left) is pulled 
down by Parma’s Manuele Blasi. 


Lazio's Bemardo Corradi (left) and 
Juventus’ Gianluca Zambrotta challenge 
for the ball. 


BRESCIA..........0 
MODENA .........0 


oberto Baggio's magic failed to inspire 
R tees tersss rane ei 
goalless draw that is of litle use to either 


side. 
‘Modena are still in the bottom four, albeit a point 
closer to the sides above them. 


SERIE € 


AC Milan-t Empoli 0, Ancona 3 Bologna 
2, Roma 3 Chievo 1, Brescia 0 Modena 0, 
Parma 3 Lecce 1, Reggina 0 Udinese 1, Siena 
0 Sampdoria 0, Juventus 1 Lazio 0, Perugia 


2 Inter Milan 3, 
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ARSENAL 

LIVERPOOL .... . 

rsenal defeated fourth-placed Liverpool 

A= twice going behind. Arsene Wenger's 

were 2-1 down at the break after 

strikes from Sami Hyypia and Michael Owen with 
Thierry Henry responding for Arsenal. 

‘Two goals within two minutes early in the sec- 
ond half from Henry and Robert Pires put the 
Gunners ahead and Henry settled it with his hat- 
trick in the 78th minute, 


CHELSEA .....,....-..0 
MIDDLESBROUGH ....... 
C= Ranieri's men fell back to earth after 


+++ 4 


their European heroics to’be held by a well 
organised Middlesbrough in a match which 
offered few chances for either side. 

Chelsea, fresh from their Champions League 
quarter-final success over Arsenal, struggled to 
break down Boro throughout and only a first half 
shot from Joe Cole and John Terry's header seri- 
ously threatened Mark Schwarzer's goal, 


BIRMINGHAM .... aval 

MANCHESTER UTD ..... .: 
anchester United came from a goal down 
to beat Birmingham 2-1 thanks to a 78tb 
minute Louis Saha header. 

Birmingham's Martin Grainger opened the scor- 
ing when his free-kick from 25 yards was parried 
into the net by keeper Roy Carroll. 

United substitute Cristiano Ronaldo levelled on 
the hour when home appeals for offside against 
Saha went unheeded and the Portuguese striker 
directed bis header perfectly into the corner. Saha 
grabbed the winner 18 minutes later. 


BLACKBURN .... ened 
LEEDS UTD .. oe 
eds gained their second vital victory in a 
week by comfortably dispatching their rele- 
fgation rivals and now joining them on 31 
points but behind on goal difference. They are now 
third from bottom. 
Stephen Caldwell had given Leeds a flying start 
after two minutes when he ran perfectly on to a 
Gary Kelly cross from the left to leave keeper Brad 
Friedel helpless. 

Socceroo striker Mark Viduka looked to have 
made the game safe in the 89th minute but 
Blackburn's Craig Short reduced the deficit in 
injury time to set up a frantic few last seconds. 


BOLTON .. 

ASTON VILLA .... 

illa twice looked to be heading for all three 
points after going ahead before alate Kevin 
Davies volley rescued 2 dniw for Sam 
Allardyce's side, 


Beanpole Peter Crouch headed the visitors in 
front in the 18th minute from six yards after Gareth 
Barry crossed from the right. 

Bolton began the second half in a much more 
determined mood and equalised swiftly after the 


Chelsea's John Terry brings the ball out 
of defence as two Middlesbrough 
defenders watch on. 


restart when Henrik Pedersen latched on 0 a 
rebound but their joy looked short-lived with Lee 
Hendrie netting a rare goal for Villa. 


CHARLTON ..... weet 
PORTSMOUTH .. wae 
rescued a valuable point which 

Pires 

‘Shaun Bartlett scored his first goal of the year 
with a header after Jonatan Johansson had found 
‘space to cross from the right flank to put Charlton 
ahead after eight minutes. 

‘Yakubu Aiyegbeni gave Portsmouth a lifeline 
with a headed equaliser midway through the sec- 
cond half. 


LEICESTER CITY . a2 0 

FULHAM ....... as 
ollins John scored a second-half double to 
plunge Leicester further into relegation 
‘trouble. 

John latched on fo a Steed Malbrangue pass to lob 

Fulham into a 66th minute lead and he converted 2 

late Luis Boa Morte cross for the clincher. 

Fulham have beer in great form of late and look 
set to end their season on a high afier the loss of 
high profile striker Louis Saba. 


Thierry Henry of Arsenal gets past Shay Given of Newcastle during the FA Barclaycard 
Premiership match between Newcastle United and Arsenal. 


MANCHESTER CITY .....3 
WOLv! wees eeeeeeeeee 
ast minute strike from Shaun Wright- 
Phillips denied bottom-club 
Wolverhampton three crucial points. 
In an amazing first half, Mark Kennedy and a gift- 
ed goal for Carl Cort put Wolves in charge but City 
clawed back the deficit with a flicked: Nicolas 
Anelka header and Antoine Sibierski nodded in the 
39th minute equaliser. 

Colin Cameron had the chance to put Wolves 
back in front midway through the second half but 
his hard-hit penalty was saved by England keeper 
David James. Henri Camara looked to have made 
up for the miss with a 78th-minute strike before 
Wright-Phillips's late intervention, 


EVERTON . 
TOTTENHAM 


Everton's Thomas Gravesen (right) tries 
to hold off Tottenham's Stephen Carr. 


verton leapfrogged the Londoners and 
moved nine points away from the relegation 
zone with an easy victory over below-par 
Tottenham, 

Three goals from “three defenders - Dayid 
‘Unsworth, Gary Naysmith and Joseph Yobo - in the 
first half settled the points. 

Steve Carr restored some pride for Tottenham 
with a left-footed curler from 18 yards in the 75th 
minute, 


NEWCASTLE .... 220 
ARSENAL . 220) 
rsenal’s grip on the title tightened when 
they increased their lead to seven points 
with a battling 0-0 draw at Newcastle 
United. 

Playing their fourth match in nine days Arsenal 
hrad the better chances, and strikers Thierry Henry 
and Jose Antonio Reyes should have scored in the 
second half of the London side's 32nd unbeaten 
league game in succession this season, 

Tt wasn’tto be though at StJames" Park, asa dull 
draw ended the match proceedings. 

‘The Gunners needed a point to stay afloat from 
the rest of the pack afer their tragic past few weeks 
which also had them knocked out from the 
Champions League thanks to fellow rivals Chelsea. 


FIXTURES 


Arsenal 4 Liverpool 2, Everton 3 Tottenham 1, 
Birmingham City 1 Manchester Utd 2, Blackburn { Leeds 
Utd 2, Bolton 2 Aston Villa 2, Chariton 1 Portsmouth 1, 
Chelsea 0 Middlesbrough 0, Leicester City 0 Fulham 2, 
Manchester City 3 Wolverhampton 3, Newcastle 0 


Norwich 2 Wigan 0, Sunderland 3 Sheffield Utd 0, 

Bradford 2 Reading 1, Cardiff 0 Crystal Palace 2, 

Coventry 4 Millwall 0, Notts Forest 0 Stoke 0, Rotherham 

LIpswich 3, Walsall 0 Burnley 1, Watford 2 Crewe 1, West 

Bromwich 1 Gillingham 0, West Ham 0 Derby 0, 
3. 


A 

u 
34 
38 
2 
67 
8 
0 
50 
54 


SECOND DIVISION 


Blackpool 3 Brighton 1, Chesterfield 0 Stockport 3, 
Colchester 4 Notts County 1, Hartlepool 2 Bournemouth 
1, Oldham 1 Peterborough 1, Plymouth 2 Wycombe 1, 
Port Vale 1 Wrexham 0, QPR 3 Grimsby 0, Rushden & 
Diamonds 2 Barnsley 3, Sheffield Wed 1 Brentford 1, 
Swindon 1 Bristol City 1, Tranmere 1 Luton 0. 

PWODLF A Pts 
2 
15 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — APRIL 13, 2004 n 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — APRIL 13, 2004 


a. Y Pie 

TAY S 

Vy ge F Carlos Furtado 
Lik 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — APRIL 13, 2004 


‘Miguel Angel Angulo scored a second-half 
header to earn a 1-0 win at Cup winners Real 
‘Zaragoza. Real had held the league lead since 
January 19. 

With just six games remaining Valencia lead the 
standings on 69 points. Real follow on 67 while 
Deportivo Coruna, who won 2-0 at Villarreal, are a 
distant third on 60. 

Real Madrid lost at home for the first time this 
season, 3-0 to seventh-place Osasuna. 

Real could hardly have got off to a worse start at 
the Bernabeu when they went a goal down in the sec- 
‘ond minute through Valdo. 

The champions were 2-0 down at the break and 
also lost Brazilian striker Ronaldo with an injury in 
the first half. The crowd whistled and waved white 
handkerchiefs, signifying surrender, after the third 
goal from Moha. 

Deportivo La Coruna followed up their sensation- 
al thrashing of AC Milan with a professional 2-0 win 


Walter Pandiani made up for an earlier penalty 
miss when he put Deportivo a goal up by heading 
home Mauro Silva's cross. 

Diego Tristan made sure of the points with a 
delightful chip in the 90th minute, 

Ronaldinho showed the best and worst sides of his 
nature but was still enough to inspire Barcelona toa 
3-1 victory at Real Valladolid. 

After Javier Saviola had given Barca the lead after 


* Timo Wenzel 


Schalke's Mike Hanke (left) tries to stop Bayern Munich's Jens Jeremies. 


point advantage over Bayern Munich 
at the top of the Bundesliga as both 
teams recorded one-goal victories. 

‘Valerien Ismeel's late penalty lifted Bremen to a 1- 
0 win at second-bottom Eintracht Frankfurt, who 
were reduced to 10 men following the 41st minute 
sending-off of Ioannis Amanatidis. 

Eintracht, who have just 26 points with six games 
remaining, are two points from safety. 

Bayern, who must win the title if they are to claim 
a trophy this season, beat Schalke 2-1 at the Olympic 
Stadium in Munich. 

Dutch intemational Roy Makaay scored twice 
after Belgian midficlder Sven Vermant had given 
Schalke an early lead. 

Bayer Leverkusen mauled Kaiserslautern 6-0 to 


only two minutes, Ronaldinho doubled the Catalans’ 
advantage on the half-hour mark, but then displayed 
his suspect temperament by getting himself sent off 
for a second bookable offence after 53 minutes, 

And when Oscar Gonzalez pulled one back 12 
minutes later, Barca looked to be facing an embar- 
rassing comeback however substitute Andres Iniesta 
banished those nightmares six minutes from time 
vith the third. 

Two second half goals from Real Sociedad striker 
‘Nihat Kahveci condemned Murcia to a 2-0 defeat. 

Tt is an important three points for Raynald 
Denoueix’s side who have now moved eight points 
clear of the drop zone. . 

‘Nihat broke the deadlock after 64 minutes when 
‘Nibat produced a cool finish to settle the home side's 
nerves. Sociedad made sure of the victory in the 87th 
minute after Javier De Pedro threaded the ball 
through to the inspirational Nihat who applied a ruth- 
Tess finish. 


‘A Maxi Rodriguez. goal eamed Espanyol a draw _ 


against Albacete at the Olympic stadium, but the 
point will do litle to help them in their bid to avoid 
the drop. 

‘Athletic Bilbao boosted their hopes of qualifying 
for Europe next season thanks to a 90th-minute win- 
ner from Francisco Yeste which clinched an impor- 
tant 2-1 win over Racing Santander. 

Bilbao took the lead when Andoni Iraola finished 
off'a swift break. 

Racing netted a deserved equaliser when Mario 
Regueiro set up Javi Guerrero to slot home but it was 
to be Bilbao's day when Yeste struck the winner in 
the final minute, 

Fifth-placed Atletico Madrid squandered the 
opportunity to tighten their grip on a UEFA Cup 
place when they lost 3-1 at Malaga. Former Atletico 
player Diego Alonso notched up two of the home 
side's goals. 

Celta slipped a step closer to second division foot- 


remain firmly in the hunt for a return to the 
‘Champions League. 

Lautern got off to the worst possible start thanks to 
own goal just two minutes into the’ 
game. Dimitar Berbatov, Lucio and Franca then 
made it 4-0 by the interval. 

‘The rout was on three minutes into the second half 
when Yildiray Basturk added a fifth and then Franca 
scored bis second of the game in the S4th minute. 

Nando Rafael's 22nd minute strike was the only 
‘goal of the game as Hertha Berlin claimed a crucial 
1-0 win at home over Wolfsburg. 

Hertha are still in the drop zone, but level with 
Kaiserslautern on 28 points, As for Wolfsburg, it 
wasn't the debut coach Eric Gerets wanted in charge 
of the club as they are now just three pointsabove the 
drop zore, 

Stuttgart boosted their hopes of qualifying for next 
season's Champions League by beating Freiburg 1-0 
at the Dreisanistadion. 

Kevin Kuranyi's tenth minute header was enough 
‘to secure three points for Stuttgart who currently 
‘occupy the final Champions League qualifying spot. 

‘The victory over Freiburg means Stutigart. now 
have a five point cushion over fourth-placed Bayer 
Leverkusen. 

Borussia Dortmund stepped up their bid for 
Champions League football next season with an 
impressive win at Hamburg, Torsten Frings and Jan 
Koller netting the first-half goals. 

Matthias Sammer's Dortmund are sixth in the 
league ard pursuing a UEFA Cup place. 

There are relegation fears at 1860 Munica after 
their 4-0 demolition by Bochum. 

Vahid Hashemian's two first-half goals put 
‘Bochum on their way as they remained in fifth place 
ahead of Dortmund on goal difference. 

1860, who play in the shadow of city rivals 
Bayer, tave much to do to guarantee their top-flight 
place, 

Borussia Moenchengladbach were 2-1 winners at 


ball with an uninspired 0-0 home draw in which they 
had only a handful of opportunities. 

Sevilla had the best chances but failed to press 
hhome their advantage after Celta were reduced to 19 
men when midfielder Jose Ignacio was expelled in 
the 63rd minute, 

Finally Real Mallorca boosted their survival hopes 
at the expense of Real Betis as goals from Samuel 
Eto'o and Jesus Perera clinched a valuable victory. 


Hansa Rostock to ease their own relegation fears. 
Joris van Hous goal seven minutes from time pro- 
pelled the visitors to the win. They are now tree 
points clear of the bottom three. 

Finally Hannover triumphed over rock-bottom 
Cologne 1-0. 

Hannover's winner came when Steve 
Cherundolo’s whipped in cross was headed agzinst 
the post by Thomas Christiansen, and Thomas 
Brdaric slotted home the rebound from four yards, 

Cologne remain rooted to the bottom of the table 
and are a distant eight points from safety. 
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celebrate Craig 
agahrat nveress in thal ootieh FA Gop Sond rinat 


defensive howler from 
Hearts captain Steven 
ended his 

side's L-mateh unbeaten ron 
in the Bank of Scotland 
Premier League to hand bot- 
tom club Partick Thistle only 
their fourth win of the season, 

The Scotland international’s 
attempted back header was inter- 
cepted by former Queen of the 
South striker Andy Thomson in 
the 49th minute and he lobbed 
on-tushing Hearts keeper Craig 
Gordon with aplomb. 

‘The win was no more than 
Thistle deserved after the 
Glasgow side had dominated the 
first-half. 


But the Jambos' agony was 
compounded by the dismissal of 
midfielder Paul Hartley in the 
87th minute for his second book- 
able offence. 

Kilmamock paid the ultimate 
price for conceding too many 
needless fouls as Hibernian pun- 
ished them three times at dead- 
ball situations to maintain their 
slim hopes of winning a top-six 
place. 

A spectacular first-half free- 
kick double from Gary Caldwell 
and Kevin Thomson set the tone 
for the Edinburgh side, who 
added the decisive third with a 
Derek Riordan penalty soon after 
the break. 

Killie, who again endured an 
afternoon to forget, tried gamely 
to drag themselves back in the 
game, but were second-best in 
almost every department. 

Billy Dodds' second-half dou- 
ble earned Dundee United a 2-2 
draw against Dundee and kept 
alive their hopes of attaining @ 
top-six finish. 

‘The veteran star struck soon 
after the interval then added a 
second from the penalty spot to 


sicken Dundee, who had led at 
the break after goals from Steve 
‘Lovell and Steven Milne, 


Scottish 
Cup Semis 


‘artin O'Neill's tre- 
ble-chasing side 
on some 


ing at Hampden Park to book 
their place in the Scottish Cup 
‘final on May 22. 

There were bigger gaps in the 
Livingston defence than among 
the supporters as Chris Sutton 
helped himself to a double of his 
own either side of a Henrik 
Larsson goal. 

Colin’ McMenamin gave 
Livingston scant consolation 
after Sutton had hobbled off the 
pitch to give ONeill some con- 
cern ahead of Wednesday's 
UEFA Cup quarterfinal second 
leg at Villarreal. 

‘A Craig Brewster header 
ensured Dunfermline have 
another crack at booking their 
place in the final ofthe Tennent’s 
Scottish Cup. 

They had been left trailing to 
Tnyemess Caledonian Thistle at 
Hampden when Paul Ritchie net- 
ted for the Bell's First Division 
side right on the stroke of half- 
time. 

Roy McBain played the ball 
cout to David Bingham and it was 
his cross which found Ritchie to 
send a glancing header in off the 
post into the back of the net. 

‘Brewster hauled the Pars back 
into the game midway through 
the second half but neither side 
could find the goal that would 
secure their progression and the 
outcome will now be decided at 
Pittodrie on April 20. 


yon went top of the 
jgue One after defeat- 
ing Strasbourg 1-0. 
Former Strasbourg striker 
Peguy Luyindula scored the only 
goal ofthe game atthe stat ofthe 
second half, 


Edmilson fired a long pass to 
Giovane Elber and the Brazilian 
nodded it into Luyindula's path, 
with the striker making no mis- 
take against his old club, 

Title-chasing Monaco could 
only manage a goalless draw at 
Lens. Although Lens have been 
on a gocd run, the Principality 
club were still hung over from 
their Champions League win 
‘over Real Madrid and it showed 
as they displayed no such fluency 
against Lens, especially in a poor 
first, half where neither-side 
looked like scoring, 

Ten-man Paris St Germain 
scored two late goals at Nice to 
keep theit own title hopes alive 
with a 1-2 victory. 

Lilian Laslandes scored in the 
first half for the home side and 
they went into the final 10 min- 
utes of the game looking certain 
to claim a victory but then it all 
went terribly wrong for Gemot 
Rohr's men. 

Jose Karl Pierre-Fanfan rose 
highest to meet a comer kick 
taken by Fabrice Fiorese and 
scored in the top comer in the 
80th minute before Juan Pablo 
Sorin headed in the winner just 
three minutes from time, 


Le Mans narrowed the gap at 
the bottom of the table with a 
close-fought 2-1 win over fellow 
strugglers Toulouse, 

The hosts had only managed 
four league wins all season prior 
to kick-off, but they got off to the 
most fortunate of starts when 
Toulouse defendér Issou Malia 
Dao badly misjudged a cross 
from Phillipe Celdran and direct- 
ed the ball straight past his own 
keeper and into the back of the 
net, 

Fabrice Pancrate doubled the 
advantage after the break and, 
though Cedric Faure reduced the 
arrears, Le Mans were able to 
register a rate win. 

The Champions League 
dreams are starting to fade for 
Sochaux despite _beating 
Guingamp 2.0. 

Benoit Pedretti struck in the 
58th minute, bending a free-kick 
from the edge of the area to beat 
visiting goalkeeper Ronan Le 
Crom before Guingamp's 
Romain Femier turned the ball 
into his own net for the second 
goal. 

Auxerre boosted their hopes of 
qualifying for Europe with a 2-1 
victory over relegation-threat- 
ened Metz. 

Second-half goals goals from 
Djibril Cisse and Bonaventure 
Kalou either side of Toifilou 
‘Maoulida's reply secured all three 
points. 


for the ball with 


Song (left) challenges 
Monaco’s Ludovic Giuly (centre). 


Jax and Feyenoord had 
to settle for a 1-1 draw 


be just a week away from cele- 
rating the Eredivisie title. 

Dirk Kuijt's late equaliser for 
Feyenoord denied Ajax a victory 
which had looked to be on the 
cards when Zlatan Ibrahimovic 
gave them the lead through the 
second half, 

Defending champions PSV 
Eindhoven trimmed Ajax's lead 
to 10 points by beating 
Groningen 5-0. 

Serbo-Montenegrin striker 
Mateja Kezman scored a hat- 
trick, while Jan Vennegoor of 
Hesselink and Johan Vonlanthen 
chipped in with a goal apiece, 

‘A brave second-half rally 
enabled relegation-threatened 
Vitesse Amhem to overtum a 
two-goal deficit and snatch a 2-2 
draw with 10-man NAC Breda. 

NAC scored with their only 
two chances of the first half 
through Anouar Diba (16) and 
Orlando Engelaar (40). 

However, Theo Janssen 
reduced arrears (67) and two 
minutes later Diba was red-card- 
ed for violent conduct. A minute 
Tater Mamadou Zongo scored the 


ond-half rally saw visitors 
‘Twente Enschede edge RBC 2-1, 

The hosts took the lead after 
just 28 seconds through an own 
goal from Peter Pothuizen, but 
two second-half goals from 
Simon Cziommer won it for the 
team from Enschede. 

Red-hot Utrecht were cooled 
off at the Abe Lenstra Stadion as 
they went down 40 to 
‘Heerenveen. 

Gerald Sibon smashed a first- 
half hat-trick before turing 
provider for Jesper Hakansson 
after the interval. 


Zwolle climbed off the foot of 
the table as they defeated high- 
flying AZ Alkmaar 2-0. 

Zwolle had only managed 
three wins in their previous 28 
Teague games prior to kick-off, 
and AZ were expected to pick up 
an easy thtee points. 

However, the home side had 
clearly not read the script and 
boosted their relegation fears 
with a much-needed victory 
thanks to goals from Ivar yan 
Dinteren and Dominggus Lim- 
Dean. 

Zwolle leapfrog Volendam 
who went down 1-0 to Willem II 
courtesy of Tom Caluwe, 

Caluwe's goal two minutes 
from time secured a 1-0 win for 
Willem I and sent Volendam to 
the bottom of the Bredivisi 

With the game seemingly 
heading for a stalemate, Anouar 
Hadouir's shot deflected off 
Volendam defender Ruud Kras, 

ADO Den Haag failed to ease 
their relegation fears after they 
went down to a 3-1 defeat at the 
hands of RKC Waalwijk 

Goals from Jason Oosta and 
Robert Fuchs gave the visitors a 
two-goal lead. 

Den Haag managed to pull 
themselves back into the game 
when Khalid Boulahrouz hand- 
balled in the area and Jan-Paul 
Saeijs converted the ensuing 
spot-kick, 

However, any thoughts the 
home side had of claiming any- 
thing from the match were dealt a 
hammer blow when RKC re- 
established their two-goal advan- 
tage through Bernardo 
Vasconcelos five minutes from 
time, 

‘A commanding 4-0 home vic- 
tory over NEC Nijmegen saw 
Roda JC preserve their ambitions 
of European football next season. 
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Ex Grog Stock 


fnrith’s season stands on a 
knife's edge after an embarrass- 
ing second-half shellacking by 
Bonnyrigg. 

Bonnytigg were quite simply too fast, 
too strong and too skilful for the 
Panthers who had to play the majority of 
the second-half with just ten men, after 
striker Jason Connolly was sent from the 
field by referee Jonathan Streater for 
swearing. Their 5-1 victory a compre- 
hensive defeat if ever there was one. 
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While Penrith started off brightly 
enough, few could have predicted their 
descent after half-time, which found 
them trailing 2-1. 

Martin McCaffery burst through in 
the 17d minute to give them the early 
lead before Sam Larocca laid on a bril- 
liant cross for Aaron Burgess to turn in 
three minutes later 

Burgess had his second a minute 
before half-time rather controversially 
when he was put through by Jimmy 
Aschner, the pleas of the Penrith defend- 
ers for offside falling on deaf ears as 


“ft all comes down to next week for us”: Panthers coach Tony 
Rasmussen on Penrith chances for the semi-finals 
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White Eagles s 
over Panther 


® Penrith Panthers 


Burgess successfully rounded goal- 
keeper Chad Taylor. 

At 2-1 down there was still a lot of 
light at the end of the tunnel for the 
home side who came out strongly in the 
first five minutes of the second-half to 
bomb a couple of tight chances. But 
when Jason Connolly verbally retaliated 
in an off-the-ball incident with 
Bonnyrigg’s Mark D’ Alessandro, refer- 
ce Jonathan Streater gave the influential 
striker a red card and with him went any 
chance of a Panthers revival. 

While Penrith were flat out getting out 
of their own half for the remainder of the 
game, there were no such problems for 
Bonnyrigg who seized control of the 
match, scoring three goals - and if not, 
for the heroics of Chad Taylor - could 
have had four or five more, 

In one of his rare forays forward Mark 
D'Alessandro set up his sides’ third goal 
‘when he whipped in an excellent cross to 
the unmarked Jimmy Aschner at the 
back post, before Sam Larocea set up 
substitute Dalibor Drea in the 80th 
minute for number four. 

‘Vuko Tomasevic capped off an excel- 
lent game in the midfield scoring his 
sides’ fifth and last goal when he suc- 
cessfully beat Taylor one-on-one by 
tucking a deft shot under the diving goal- 
keeper's body. 

“Bonnyrigg were quite clearly the 
better side tonight and just blew us away 
in the second half,” Panthers coach Tony 
Rasmussen said, “we were giving as 
good as got up until the incident with 
Jason Connolly, but after that we just 
self-destructed and Bonnyrigg just took 
us apart.” 

Nursing a number of key injuries in 
his camp, the Panthers are really making 
life tough for themselves with just four 
rounds of the competition remaining, 


R LEAGUI 


We came, we saw, Be LSEEE Iie coals Bait Has Pave Sains se 
to the season over the weekend 


While Daniel McCann played with 
bone-spurs in his foot, Peter Bennett was 
missing through suspension, as was 
Roger Galayini who played second 


“Ttall comes down to next week for us 
now,” Rasmussen said, “we must win at 


least three of our last four to bea chance, 
and four out of four if we want to be cer- 
tain. While we had our destiny in our 
hands, we [now] baye to rely on other 
results and when your in that position it's 
always going to be difficult.” 
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Canterbury-Marrickville 


St George Saints 


‘By Greg Stock 
he St George 2004 juggernaut 
effortiessly claimed another vie- 
tim on Saturday night, taking 
the club ever so closer to the 
Premiership trophy. 

Having defeated Rockdale 3-1 in try- 
ing conditions midweek, the Saints 3-1 
win over bottom-of-the-ladder 
Canterbury was not a brilliant win, but it 
was efficient and at this stage of the sea- 
‘son, these sorts of results are immensely 
encouraging. 

With Belconnen breathing down their 
necks in second spot, St George respond- 
‘ed to the challenge as coach Manny 
Spanoudakis reshufiled his starting line- 
up in a bid to rest a few tired legs. 

‘Skipper Gabriel Mendez and Mirko 
Jurilj wrought havoc on the Berries lines, 
setting up Ante Deur’s goal in the 27th 
minute. Mendez racing down the left- 
hand side to send in a cross which 
Canterbury goal-keeper Bob Catlin could 
only parry for Deur to knock away with a 
deft lobbing header that snuck in just 
under the crossbar, 

The only time the Saints lost concen- 
tration was late in the first-half when they 
allowed Canterbury striker Morgan 
Cawley to put away an Archie 
Kotsopoulos cross, after the pint-sized 
midfielder had bustled his way down the 


lefi-hand touchline. 

Cawley easily beat a shocked Simon 
Verrender, sending his header easily past 
a stranded Richard Patrizi who should 
have been offered more support by his 
defenders. 

In the second-half normal service was 
resumed with Bruno Beddoni picking up 
goal number two in the 62nd minute. In 
almost a carbon-copy of the first goal, 
Mendez sent in a well-placed cross, 
Catlin was unable to hold the ball and 
after a brief goal-mouth scramble, 
Beddoni was able to bundle the ball over 
the line, 


Stuart Young sealed the result when 
‘Ante Deur threaded a ball through a tight- 
ly packed Berries defence for substitute 
Daniel Watkins to run onto. Rather than 
testing Catlin with a drive, Watkins 
showed some excellence presence of 
mind to square the ball to the unmarked 
‘Young at the back post and he was able to 
hit the empty net. 

While Canterbury did have a few 
moments, there was no doubt that from 
the opening whistle they were not in the 
same class as their opponents, Despite 
capitalizing on a unique opportunity to 
equalize the game just prior to half-time, 
they lacked consistency in the midfield 
and as a result battled to get out of their 
own half at times, 

Archie Kotsopoulos was the exception 


for the Berries, as a couple of his speedy 
runs down the left flank caused problems, 
but he was let down by some poor cross- 
ing that robbed bis team of any opportu- 
nity to mount pressure. 

St George were far from brilliant but, 
leg weary as they were, their domination 
was never seriously threatened. Jurilj, 
Mendez, Beddoni and Patrizi were excel- 
lent, while substitutes Watkins and Bove 
showed their class When coming on at a 
key stage in the second-half. 


The combination of Gabriel Mendez (above) and Mirko Jurilj (left) in the 
midfield proved disasterous for the Canterbury defence 


Tanzey pep-talk makes for cake-walk 


@ Belconnen Blue Devils 


©. Central Coast United 


Col#rbond 


By Paul Goodwin 


elconnen thumped the Coasties 
in Canberra on Saturday night 
after coming back from 1-0 
down at half-time; in the process firm- 
ing as the only real threat to St George 
for the minor premiership in 2004, 

‘The result came from a game that the 
Devils mostly controlled - though failed 
to dominate until the last half hour - and 
sees them consolidate their hold on sec 
‘ond spot. 

The home side began brightly, with 
llija Prenzoski getting on the end of an 
Elliot Zwangobani cross in the 9th 
minute, trying to chip the keeper, only to 
see his effort come off the right-hand 
upright. 

Central Coasts’ John Beanis shot 
wide of the Blue Devils’ goal in the 10th 


minute from 25-yards out, and Gareth 
Jenkins hit a shot wide from 20-yards 
‘out just a minute later. 

In the 25th minute Prenzoski came 
down around the edge of the box, but 
referee Ben Williams saw no foul - 
despite Prenzoski needing treatment 
before continuing. 

Prenzoski was back in the action in 
the 26th minute when he again tried to 
chip Coast sticks Mathew Trott, this time 
from wide on the:left, but his effort went 
wide of the post. 

On the stroke of half-time Oscar 
‘Zamora was dispossessed in midfield, 
the ball found its way to Peter Haynes, 
wide on the tight, who looked up 
before dispatching a rocket of a shot 
across goal and into the top left hand 
comer of the net, from 35-yards out, 
leaving Tony Giannasca with nothing to 


GI 
grab but air. 


Beleonnen coach Chris Tanzey’s half 
time talk must have been good, and 
would have emphasised staying on-side, 
as the Blue Devils’ attack had been 
caught out on numerous occasions. 

Taney withdrew Toplica Popovich 
from the defence and replaced him with 
midfielder Anthony Galliozzi and this 
had immediate results - within a minute 
Belconnen had drawn level. 

A cross from Castro was headed down 
at the back post by Prenzoski right into 
Daniel Macor’s path, and the goal-scor- 
ing hero of seasons past had no problem 
finding the back of the net from ten- 
yards out. 

Four minutes later a cross from 
Galliozzi was allowed to bounce in the 
box by a grouping of the visitors’ 
defenders and as the ball came off the 
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ground Prenzoski was on hand to head 
the ball past the stranded Trott to put the 
Blue Devils in the Iead at last, 

The nail was put in the Coast side's 
coffin in the 56th minute, when the 
Devils completed the complete turn- 
around. 

Mike Katz picked the ball up on the 
right of the bus, attacked the defence at 
speed and then slid the ball past Trott 
from the edge of the six yard bos. 

Eleven minutes into the second-half 
and the Devils had suddenly tumed the 


The locals prevailed 3-1 but after a 
very poor first-half it had hardly seemed 
likely, until that all important half-time 
address from Tanzey. 

Tanzey, said he was delighted with the 
result, especially having heard that 
Blacktown had lost in Sydney, further 
‘opening the: gap between the two sides 
competing for second place. 

Coast coach Jim Foley said he’ would 
iow be concentrating on next weeks’ 
Vital bottom of the table clash with 

a must win for his Ceatral 
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Tigers get the —_ off their back 


& Blacktown City Demons may 
® A.P.1A.-Leichhardt Tigers om 


By Paul Goodwin 


‘Tigers showed their liking for 
the lush surrounds of the 
Gabbie when they shocked a clearly 
under-strength Blacktown City 
‘Demons on Easter Saturday night. 

‘Though the margin was a slender 1-0, 
for much of the game it looked as if the 
Visitors, whose last away win had been at 
Bankstown back in January ten rounds 
ago, would win comfortably. 

But the inner-ity side frittered away 
countless chances and had to settle for a 
lone, but brilliantly taken, Zlatko 
Arambasic goal to settle the issue, 

‘The Demons went into the game with- 
out injured trio Dene Hokin, Ben Willard 


and Marcus Phillips and were also miss- 
ing Mark Milligan, away on international 
nee again A.PILA.-Leichhardt duty. 


The Tigers had Robbie Stanton and 


ex-Blacktown man Jimmy Nikas side- 
lined with injuries, but welcomed back 
Tong time Demon Damon Langan, 


With Langan at the heart of the 


APIA. defence Tigers' coach, Les De 
Celis moved Andrew Clark to out wide 
on the left and settled for Robbie Hooker 
and David Barrett in marking roles at the 
back alongside Langan, with Paul Dee 
patrolling the right flank. 


Both Clark and Dee figured in many of 


the Tigers’ attacks while Norman Tome 
thrust forward in company with 
‘Arambasic and the speedy James Monie, 


Blacktown were very sluggish and 


only really came ‘alive after the break, 
when Demons' coach Brian Brown gave 
Simon Catanzaro his chance to return to 
the side after a long absence due to 


injury. 

By that stage A.PLA. had made the 
game theirs and should have put away 
goals galore, Instead, they found them- 
selves under pressure for the last half- 
hour as the home side mounted attack 
after attack - only to deliver poor final 
passes when they were needed. 

Blacktown could have scored first, 
though, in the 12th migute, when 
A.PLA. keeper Stewart Vella had to get 
‘down quickly to block a fine cross from 
Tony Faria, 

‘The loose bal fell to Dominic Magill 
‘who then struck the ball straight at Vella, 
‘who was able to get a reflex save off with 
his legs. Vella also had to come off his 
line in the 21st to punch clear from 
another dangerous-looking Faria cross. 

A.PLA. began to take over after these 
Demons’ disappointments, 

‘Tome was just wide with a 27th 
minute effort, after Arambasic had 
knocked the ball down in his path, right 
in front and four minutes later a near-post 
cross, that looked tailor made for the 
same player, was cut out superbly by a 


brilliant full length diving save from 


Demons' skipper John Crawley as 


(@ St George Saints 


By Paul Goodwin 


he Saints walked over a poorly- 

organised Rockdale during 

their lay-over game from round 
13 on Wednesday night. 

Rockdale had their experienced pair- 
ing of Ante Moric, who missed the 
Bonnyrigg game through suspension and 
Ante Juric, who had also been away 
both back, but were missing keeper Peter 
Trajcevski, due to continuing problems 
with an injured knee, 

Former Sydney Olympic attacking 
player Zenon Caravella was there as 
well to give them something extra out 
wide and had also missed the latest 


game. 
Carayelta would offer support to Peter 
Apolevski in providing a good supply of 
ball to front runners Harry James and 
Denis Alilovic. 
Wide man, Tony Ju, was serving the 
third game of his four match suspension 


incurred at Belconnen and key link man, 
Ben Deighan, was missing again due to 
a recurring back protlem that has seen 
him miss his last two matches. 

Former St George keeper Trinity 
Allen was between the posts for the Suns 
in the absence of Trajeevski. 

Despite a more positive outlook from 
the Rockdale camp, it was the Saints 
who managed to takea fifth minute lead 
when Stuart Young did well to get to the 
by-line and cut the tall back, low and 
hard for Daniel Watkins to tap in at the 
far post. 

‘There were chances galore inthe first- 
half, especially towards the end, when 
Apolevski was put through by Caravella; 
but the fleet-footed wingman skied his 
chance from right in front, while there 
was another header, this time from 
Caravella, that wa well saved by 
Ricardo Patrizi. 

Ante Deur and Watkins also forced 
good saves from Allen during the first- 


half and Allen was in sparkling form for 
the Suns, 

Both Keepers had super games and 
stood out on a night that drew a large, 
vocal crowd to Seymour Shaw Park, a 
ground where 24-hours earlier a Super 
League match had been called off due to 
the state of the pitch. 

Tt looked in perfect condition for this 
Premier League contest though and 
some good football was on display. 

By the 59th minute Ante Deur had got 
his name on the scoresheet too, this time 
after the ball had been intercepted in the 
middle of the park. 

Deur was able to finish the move off 
with a header atthe far post after a cross 
from the left by Adrian Webster who had 
accepted a nice ball down the line from 
the very capable Young. 

While he has yet to break his scoring 
duck for the Saints, Young was the 
provider forall three of the goals his side 
struck on the night and his contribution 


Arambasic volleyed expertly. 

The visitors finally took the lead in the 
40th minute. Dee made ground down the 
right and threaded an ineh-perfect pass 
through for Arambasic to go on and beat 
Crawley with a very accomplished finish 

It looked a class goal, but the same 
man made a real meal of many later 
chances that looked easier, allowing the 
ball to run away from him far too often or 


If not for Zlatko Arambasic’s lone 
goal, things could have been 
different for A.P.LA. 


‘Suns humbled by the 


cannot be underestimated. 

‘St George put the issue beyond doubt 
with a third goal from Webster in the 
74th minute, In doing so they keep their 
ironclad grip on the Premiership this 


season. 

Young had tucked the ball back from 
wide, at the edge of the box, with a 
handy header over the exposed Richard 
Plesa, when Rockdale had intially lost 
possession in the midfield. Webster was 
able to finish with the minimum of fuss. 

Rockdale dragged a goal back in the 
79th minute from a free kick around the 
edge of the box after-a fou! by Deur on 
Caravella. Ante Moric was able to drive 
the ball in neatly that time, but earlier 
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dwelling on the ball long enough for a 
defender to make a saving tackle, 

Clerk's good work down the left also 
went unrewarded as Monie headed wide 
in the 42nd, from close range, while 
Clark, himself, got on the end of a 
Jeremy Brown through ball only to fice 
wide in the 55th. 

Blacktown lost lively striker Adam 
Kwasiik toa red card, after a tirade of 
abusive language he had aimed at referee 
Alex Spiroski in the 50th minute, an inci- 
dent that his coach Brian Brown later 
described as “very poor” discipline. But 
the Demons seemed to manage well 
enough following his departure, 

Catanzaro came on around this time 
and began to spark the home side, but 


~ -misses from Faria, who was denied by 


‘Vella. and right at the death a fruitless 
effort by Magill, meant that the point the 
Demons hoped to snatch would elude 
them. 

APLA. got going again towards the 
end too, with Arambasic foiled by his 
own poor finishing and also by a superb 
tackle from Demons' defender Paul 
Karbon in the 74th minute. 

APLA, coach Les De Celis was 
pleased with the performance, "If we had 
played like that eight weeks ago we 
would not be in the position we are in 
now," he said, "we always do well here 
and it was great to see the team playing to 
potential at last." 

"T thought it was a very poor match,” 
‘Demons coach Brian Brown said, “and it 
‘was embarrassing to be beaten by such a 
poor side. Our passing was shocking and 
they were not much better. The game was 
a terrible one to watch.” 


aints 


misses by his team mates had already put 
the game beyond the reach of his Suns’ 
side. 

Tvan Bosnar had hit a post late and 
Caravella, midway through the second- 
half, had seen his shot well saved by 
Patrizi. 

In addition headers from Nick Orlic 
were well off target following Rockdale 
‘comers forced in a period of play when 
the ball was constantly moving from one 
end of the field to the other and both 
sides had their moments in front of goal. 

It was mainly careless finishing by the 
Suns and some good keeping that kept 
the score in St George's favour through- 


(RESCHEDULED ROUND 13 FIXTURE) 


Rockdale City Suns ............1 
(A Moric 79') 


St George Saints .. 
(D Watkins 5; A Deur 59’, A Webster 


Blacktown City Demons ..__._..0 


Penrith Panthers .............1 
(M McCaffery 177) 


Belconnen Blue Devils ... 
(D Macor 46;, | Prenzoski 50, M Katz 56') 


Parramatta Eagles 


Canterbury-Marrickville . . 
(M Cawley 40) 


Bankstown City Lions .. . 


(RESCHEDULED ROUND 13 FIXTURE) 


Rockdale City Suns . 
(C Jovcevski 1, E Rink 26) 


AP.LA.-Lelchhardt Tigers ..._...1 
(Z Arambasic 39') 

Bonnyrigg White Eagles 

(A Burgess 20, 44°, J Aschner 60’, D Drca 80’, 

V Tomasevic 91') 

Central Coast United ... 

(P Haynes 45’) 

Sydney Crescent Star... 

St George Saints 
(A Deur 29’, B Beddoni 62’, S Young 90’) 
Rockdale City Suns ......... .TBA 


St George Saints 
(S Keramea 6’) 


Blacktown City Demons . 
“(J Bugallo 88) 


Penrith Panthers 
(M Noro 7’, unknown 15’ og) 


Belconnen Blue Devils _ 


Parramatta Eagles ........ 


Canterbury-Marrickville .... . 
(A Amegastie 5, J Tsironis 18’, 22", 44’) 


Bankstown City Lions ....... .TBA 


NEXT ROUND 
FIRST GRADE 
HOME TEAM 

Bonnyrigg White Eagles 

St George Saints 

Central Coast United 
Rockdale City Suns 
APLA-Leichhardt Tigers 
Sydney Crescent Star 
GRADE 20 


‘AWAY TEAM 
Parramatta Eagles 
Penrith Panthers 
Canterbury-Marrickville 
Belconnen Blue Devils 
Bankstown City Lions 
Blacktown City Demons 


A.P.1.A.-Leichhardt Tigers .......3 
(P Restuccia 7", G De Lange 13°, J Slubbs-Mills 32) 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles ....... .2 
(D Malenica 65, D Drca 68') 

Central Coast United ..........1 
(A Coiogna 92 (og) 

Sydney Crescent Star .. ..-TBA 


St George Saints ..... se 4 
(Unknown 40°, K Saterdag 65%, Milicevic 75", H Hooper 85') 


Rockdale City Suns ..........TBA 


DATE 

Sat. 17th April 

Sat. 17th April 
Sat. 17th April 
Sat. 17th April 
Sun. 18th April 
Sun. 18th Aprit 


KICK-OFF 
7.00pm 
7.00pm 
7.00pm 
7:30pm 
3.00pm 
3.00pm 


GROUND 

Serbian Centre 

St George Stadium 
Pluim Park 
Seymour Shaw 
Lambert Park 
Lidcombe Oval 


x 


St George Saints: 18 
Belconnen Blue Devils 18 
Blacktown City Demons 18 
Sydney Crescent Star 17 
Bankstown City Lions ~* 17 
Penrith Panthers 18 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 18 
Rockdale City Suns 7 
A.P.LA. Leichhardt Tigers 18 
Parramatta Eagles 7 
Central Coast United 18 
Canterbury Marrickville 18 


Parramatta Eagles 
APA. Leichhardt Tigers 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Penrith Panthers 
Blacktown City Demons 
Belconnen Blue Devils 
Bankstown City Lions 
Canterbury Marrickville 
Central Coast United 

St George Saints 
Rockdale City Suns 
‘Syaney Crescent Star 


aarvbkHAmavaesod 


e2oneonnana 


LEADING GOALSCORERS 


‘Saturday 10th April 2004 


hija Prenzoski (BBD) 
Matthew Borg (BCL) 
Bruno Beddoni (SG) 


ft 
Jason Connol (PE), Denil Macor (88D) 
Stove Keravalakis (CMO/RCS), Denlel Watkins (SC), 
WE 


‘Aaron Burgess ( 
Denis Alilgvic (RCS) 


Anthony Galliozzi (BBD), Nathan Bym (CCU), 
Sean Batic (BCL), Luka Roodenburg (BCD), 


HOME TEAM 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
‘St George Saints 

Central Coast United 
Rockdale City Suns 
A.P|.A.-Leichhardt Tigers 
Sydney Crescent Star 


AWAY TEAM 
Parramatta Eagles 
Penrith Panthers 
Canterbury Marrickville 
Belconnen Blue Devils 
Bankstown City Lions 
Blacktown City Demons 


Dominic McGill (BCD), Filip Marzec (SCS), Peter Haynes (CCU) 
Norman Tome (AL), Tony Ju (RCS), Sam Larocca (CMO/BWE), 
Ben Deighan (RCS),), Tolgay Ozbey (SCS), Ante Deur (SG), 
Jimmy Aschner (BWE) 

Paul Uriovic (BCD), Ben Delicata (PE), Roger Galayini (PP), 
David Arranz (BBD), Tony Faria (BCD), George Nohra (BCL), 
Raphas! Bave (SG), Zlatko Arambasic (ALT) 


DATE 

Sat. 47th April 
Sat. 17th April 
Sat. 17th April 
Sat. 17th April 
Sun. 18th April 
Sun. 18th April 


KICK-OFF 
5.00pm 
5.00pm 
5.00pm 
5.30pm, 
4.00pm 
1.00pm 


GROUND 

Serbian Centre 

St George Stadium 
Pluim Park 
‘Seymour Shaw 
Lambert Park 
Lidcombe Oval 


PAUL GOODWIN 
SOCCER NSW JOURNALIST 
DRAW 


DRAW 

APIA. LEICHHARDT 
BONNYRIGG 
ROCKDALE 

DRAW 


Points = 39 


TARYN ROCKALL 
NSW SAPPHIRES CAPTAIN 
BONNYRIGG 

ST GEORGE 

CENTRAL COAST 
BELCONNEN 

BANKSTOWN 

DRAW 


Points = 43 


ANDY PASCHALIDIS 
ELITE SPORTS TRAVEL 
PARRAMATTA 

ST GEORGE 

CENTRAL COAST 
BELCONNEN 

APLA. 

SYDNEY CRESCENT 


Polnts = 46 


GREG STOCK 
SOCCER NSW JOURNALIST 
BONNYRIGG 

ST GEORGE 

CENTRAL COAST 
BELCONNEN 

BANKSTOWN 
BLACKTOWN CITY 


Points = 47 


‘PEANUTS’ 
THE MONKEY 
BONNYRIGG 

ST GEORGE 
CANTERBURY 
BELCONNEN 
BANKSTOWN 
SYDNEY CRESCENT 


Points = 44 
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eer’ 


vs 
Parramatta Eagles 


St George Saints 
vs 
Penrith Panthers 


Saturday 17th Apri 


Kick-off 7.00pm First Grade / 5.00pm Grade 20 


at Serbian Centre 


Saturday 17th April at St George Stadium 
| Kick-Off 7.00pm First Grade / 5.00pm Grade 20 


eT is we Ore ot etl ate rome 
Boonyrigg have rocketed back into contention for 
the top five and get their chance to press their claims fur- 
ther when they host the Eagles. 

‘After sinking to bottom spot on the table just prior to 
christmas, the White Eagles have inched their way for- 
ward, in no small part due to the recruitment of Vuko 
Tomasevic, Sam Larocea and Bradley Groves and the 
return to form of sta striker Jimmy Aschner. 

“Tc has been a long and gradual process for us as 
club,” Larooca said, “when I first joined the team we 
‘were quite disjointed and struggled to play with any con- 
sistency, but the last six to eight weeks have been magic 
and we have really started to gel as a side and it has 
showed.” 

Having fought their way to seventh spot, mathemati- 


cally Bonnyrigg will need to win at least three of their 
last four games to be half a chance. A win against 
Parramatta Eagles would be a must before they take om 
the three B’s — Blacktown, Bankstown and Belconnen 
— in their final games, 

“All of these games are tough,” Larocca said “the 
Eagles are not an easy team, but we know if we can win 
thrée of the four we'll be a chance for the semi-finals 
and that wasn't something we even thought possible six 
weeks ago.” 

When these two sides met in the first round at Melita 
Stadium, it was the Eagles who beat Bonnyrige 2-0, In 
33 league meetings between these two sides, stretching 
‘way back to 1978, the record still remains convincingly 
in the Eagles keeping with 21 wins and five drawn 
games from 33 meetings. 


Rockdale CitySuns 
vs 
Belconnen Blue Devils 


his is a tricky one for the Saints as Penrith have 

achieved some good results on this ground over the 
years and are more than capable of holding St George as 
they bid to make good the semi-finals spat they have 
‘worked long and hard all season to achieve, 

‘We ate likely to see another tight game as the league 
leaders attempt to wrap up the title with as few problems 
as possible, 

Pensth had key striker and all round inspiration Jason 
Connolly sent off last week and his presence and influ- 
ence cannot be underestimated. 

‘The Saints, by contrast, has an abundance of riches 
with the luxury of being able to use cither Daniel 
Watkins or Bruno Beddoni as substitute in support of 
Stuart Young 

It is bard to see the Saints slipping up at this late 


UNITED. 


FooTmaL: CLUB 


stage, but with qualification for the end of season fix- 
tures now tathematically assured - and a tidy cushion at 
the top - its likely that, if anything, Penrith will be the 
‘more motivated of the two sides. 

Last time the sides met at Cook Park Peter Bennett 
was sent off before the game was half over and yet the 
Saints managed to squander a two goa! lead to draw 2-2. 

‘The Panthers will hope to have Roger Galayini back 
for this one since Connolly will be badly missed and itis 
likely that Danny Hinton will be around for the rest of 
the season now to support him. Adam Anderson, who 
has been a shade disappointing, will also come into cal- 
culations fora berth up front 

For this match the Penrith side will also have to do 
without their experienced players Peter Bennett, Jason 
Connolly and Daniel McCann all out due to suspension, 


Central Coast United 
vs 


Canterbury-Marrickville 


Saturday 17th April at Seymour Shaw 
Kick-Off 7.30pm First Grade / 5.30pm Grade 20 


Saturday 17th April at Pluim Park 
Kick-Off 7.00pm First Grade / 5.00pm Grade 20 


nother game with areal bearing on the top five, the 
enigmatic Suns hosting the tough-as-nails Blue 
Devils 

‘Wile the Saints remain five points clear atthe top of. 
the competition table, the Blue Devils continue to apply 
the pressure, having won their last six on end to remain 
in touch, 

From their remaining four games, they will need to 
win all four and rely on other results to hope the Saints 
can diop points in the last few rounds which might 
allow them to sneak in and steal the minor premiership, 

‘The Suns on the other hand remain one of four sides 
fighting forthe one semi-final spot. After siting as high 
as third, Rockdale have gone off the boil over the las ix 
weeks and have won just one oftheir last seven games, 

‘Wednesday's rescheduled round 13 match against the 


‘Saints can't have helped team morale, as the 2004 pow- 
ethouse of St George made a meal of the Rockdale side, 
Inthe next few weeks Rockdale’s chances for a semi- 
finals berth will be decided, and as difficult as it may 
seem, Belconnen will have to be ther frst scalp, 

‘Their run bome also includes games against Central 
Coast, APILA-Leicihardt and Sydney Crescent Star 
which should see them capable of posting three wins 
from their last four games and making a reasonable fist 
of their season. 

Tn three league meetings between these two teams, 
the standings remain even with one win and a draw 
each, When they met at McKellar in round one, 
Rockdale inflicted their only home loss ofthe season on 
the Blue Devils by the convincing margin of 3 goals to 
one. 


A.P.I.A.-Leichhardt Tigers 


vs 


Bankstown City Lions 


Ts is the ultimate relegation dogfight and neither 
side can afford to lose, least ofall the Berries. 

With the Coast's home form ordinary to say the least 
Canterbury will fancy their chances here and will also 
believe that being so close on the ladder should make 
the sides evenly matched. 

‘The locals have been struggling to find their scoring 
shoes at home especially but seem to have done-better 
with their defensive work on their travels, 

‘They gave Belconnen a bit ofa fright by scoring first 
last Sunday and should be able to account for the Berries 
who battled away against St George but were unable to 
hold back the tide of experience and class to eventually 
go down fighting, 3-1. 

There was nothing wrong with the Coast side's effort 
against the Blue Devils in Canberra last weekend. They 


fought hard and Peter Haynes had a strong gime, capped 
with a fine goa, the first of the match and one that gave 
heart to the visitors that day. They were sunk by three 
goals ina ten minute period that broke their hearts, 

The Berries by contrast were at home last week and 
emerged with yet another loss, albeit against one of the 
big guns, The motivation is certainly there for both 
sides to perform in this match, with the wavelling side 
keenest to claim the full three points. 

The Coast would settle for one to keep off the bottom 
but forthe Berries itis a must win match. 

Steve Karavatakis may well choose this game to net 
1 few more goals for his side and elevate himself into a 
position where he may yet challenge for the Golden 
Boot, 

‘That is clearly his incentive here. 


Sydney Crescent Star 


= 


vs 
Blacktown City Demons 


sencerams cry 
‘DEMONS 


| Sunday 18th April at Lambert Park | 
| Kick-Off 3.00pm First Grade / 1.00pm Grade 20 | 


Sunday 18th April at Lidcombe oval 


| Kick-Off 3.00pm First Grade / 1.00pm Grade 20 


PLA. needs to win a few more to get in the right 

‘frame of mind and gather confidence prior to their 
Continental Tyres Cup semifinal on this ground in ten 
ays’ time 

Bankstown, by contrast is still hopeful of making the 
semi-finals ofthe league itself, a position the locals long 
ago gave up any hope of reaching. 

ABLA. in defeating Blacktown by the slender mar- 
gin of one goal did enough to suggest that they could be 
on the way back. 

‘The Tigers’ new defensive and midfield formations 
‘was shown at the Gabbie and the side could well make 
life hard for the Lions at Lambert Park on Sunday. 

The visitors met Rockdale after press-time, but 
Bankstown would still have been well in the hunt forthe 
semi-finals no matter how they fared and a win-bere 


would be-an absolute must. 

ABLA. are missing Robbie Stanton and Jimmy 
Nikas who may not be risked due to @ hamstring tear 
They vill be looking for a positive result to conclude 
what has been one of their most disappointing seasons. 

‘The big names will want to perform here to bring 
down the curtain of football at Lambert Park for one 
more season, though there is still the Cup semi-final to 
come. 

Bankstown were without the suspended Sean Babic 
for their latest game on Easter Monday; but otherwise 
should be at full-strength, 

The Lions are still anxious to keep the likes of 
Bonnyrigg at bay and a win here is essential if they are 
to do that as the White Eagles, who meet A.P.LA. next 
week, are on fire right now. 
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ith both sides engaged in a cut-throat batle for a 
top-three spot, the victor could well come, from 
the winner ofthis week's meeting, 

[Neither side will fancy the other possibility of drop 
ping any furher points which could see them slip back 
into the battle for fifth spot with a logjam of four clubs 
all breathing down their necks from positions ‘fifth 
through to eighth 

Blacktown may not have been a their best last week- 
end against APIA Leichhardt, but with 2 long injury 
list at Gabbie Stadium the Demons struggled for their 
usual consistency, and they'll need to improve in that 
area if they are to trouble the home side, 

‘After winning three straight gaines, their last three 
have been ordinary with just one draw and two losses 
while their opponents have remained unbeaten over 


their last seven games going into their match-up with the 
Eagles last weekend. 

The key to this game undoubtedly lies with 
Blacktown City. If they can hold their shape and press 
Crescent Star defensively they could well sneak a result 

Crescent Star play a very effective counter-attacs 
style of game plan where they sit back and defend, and 
when they effect a tumover they race forward quickly in 
numbers, a move which can catch any side napping, 

Coach Brian Brown is n0 fool and having seen 
Crescent Star in action over the past month knows only 
too well his team. need fo remain composed and hold 
thir shape at all times to get a result here 

In thei first and only league, Blacktown City defeat- 
ed Sydney Crescent Star by the narrowest of margins, 
1 at Gabbie Stadium. 
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One of the most entertaining games of 
Super League football was played out in 
front of a sizeable crowd on the hill, 
standing room only for some, all of 
whom were enthralled for fully ninety 
minutes as the teams fought out an excit- 
ing 2-2 draw. 

Ryde looked far more stylish and 
cohesive than they had in their previous 
outing at Dulwich Hill and took the game 
to their neighbours, The Tigers, for their 
‘own part, created a host of chances and 
simply failed to convert them. 

The home side was able to get in front 
in the first-half and then stretch their lead 
three minutes after the restart, With the 
wind at their backs in the second period 
the Tigers managed to pull both goals 
back and the game finished with both 
sides striving tirelessly for the winner. 

A good piece of determination led to. 
the first goal of the game being scored by 
Ryde City in the 2ist minute, 

A ball that appeared to be going out 
for a throw was retrieved by the persis- 
tence and anticipation of Steve Baveas 
and then fed to Oliver Skelding, who got 
to the left by-line very smarlly. 

Before the Tigers could recover from 
losing the ball initially, the ball was 
crossed in and there was the tall figure of 
‘Damien Pisano to finish things off at the 
far post. 

The Northern Tigers team had count- 
Jess first-half opportunities to make good 
that goal, but a shot from the speedy 
Matt Hunter was headed off the Ryde 
line by Jamie Jackson and then put over 
the bar by former Northern Spirit youth 
player Erik Paartalu. 

Also the same two players went close 
with further efforts, but Ryde too had a 
great chance to extend their lead in the 
28th minute when Skelding nodded one 
on for Pisano only for Steve Angeloy to 
produce a text-book save. 

‘Three minutes after the restart the 
Gunners stretched their lead. Pisano 
intercepted a stray pass from Van Wyk 

WINTER SUPER LEAGUE - 

RESCHEDULED FIXTURE - ROUND {: 

FIRST GRADE: Sutherland Shire Sharks vs 
SMGRADE a Sts Se Shae Sy 
University Washed Out - 


ROUND e: 

FIRST GRADE: Ryde City 2 (0 Pisano 20m 0 
‘Skelding 49m) Nortem Tigers 2 (T Mikulkt 51/54), 
‘Stanmore Hawks vs Sutherland Shire Sharks 
Postponed. 


GRADE 20: Ryde City 1 Northem Tigers 3, 
‘Stanmore Hawks vs Sutherland She Sharks 
Postponed. 


www.soccernsw.com.au 


and pushed the ball on for Skelding who 
was able to spring the offside trap and 
score with a very cool finish, 

Pisano also went down in the box in 
the Sst, but referee, Nick Asargiatis, 
was unimpressed and penalty appeals 
were immediately waved away, 

‘The Tigers did not look beaten though, 
and stuck to their game-plan with the 
result that they scored twice and specta- 
tors had a very enjoyable second-half to 
watch. 

In the 49th minute a Northern Tigers’ 
free-kick was taken quickly and the ball 
was played by Paartalu, in the path of 
‘Tom Mikulski who struck clinically from 
15-yards out. 

There was plenty of reason to cele- 
brate agaia three minutes later, when the 
same player was able to deliver his side 
a second goal. An unfortunate handball 
by Ryde's Callum Brown led to a free - 
Kick for che Tigers on the right-hand 
edge of the box. 

The ball was played in nicely to 
Peartalu by Michael Mouyes, then stuck 
away by Mikulski, after a nice nod-on 
from Pazttalu, to bring whoops of joy 
from the Tigers' bench, 

Chances continued to fall to both sides 
but neither could get the better of two 
skilled goal-keepers and some disci- 
plined defending; Pisano missed a cou- 
ple of close: range chances towards the 
end of a thrilling contest. 

Stanmore Hawks were due to meet 
Sutherland Sharks at Arlington Oval 
which had been out of action. for some 
time, with both clubs using the ground 
‘and taking their matches to Henson Park 
in the meantime. 

Tt would seem that the Hawks may 
have returned to the Constitution Road 
ground somewhat prematurely. Sadly, 
the ground was still not ready for the 
game and it had to be called off, leaving 
Sutherland with two of their first half- 
dozen games still to make up. It also put 
Stanmore behind in their quest for a solid 
start to the season. 

The games continued on Sunday with 
Sydney University meeting Fraser Park 
at Sydney University Oval, the first 
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‘game there for the students who had 
played all their games away up until then 
and only been beaten once, 1-0. at 
Macarthor three weeks earlier. 

A planned catch-up game with 
Sutherland at Seymour Shaw Park was 
called off the previous Tuesday much to 
the surprise of many in the area. It will 
now be played there on Wednesday of 
this week instead. 

Like the Saturday aftemoon game at 
Magdala Oval this one-at the University 
finished up as a 2-2 draw but, like the 
Ryde-Tigers game, it was by no means a 
drab affair. 

Fraser Park arrived for the game with- 
out star striker Tanju Balabanel, who had 
missed training during the week, but they 
still managed to surprise the students 
with an early goal. 

Scott Dixon got away-down the left 
touch-line and got over a ball that looked 
like a shot that might be going wide, so 
firmly was it struck; but in the goalmouth 
the alert Andrew Mailer stuck out a boot 
sand deflected the ball past a wrong-foot- 
ed James Meyer and the home side had 
work to do, 

They busied themselves for their task 
and looked very capable after that fifth- 
minute setback, a formidable strike-force 
including Rob Smithies and former New 
Zealand youth international Peter Satos 
offering plenty of options, 

After Smithies had hastily put his shot 
wide in the 10th minute Mailer almost 
grabbed a second for the Dragons, his far 
post effort from a nice looking crass 
from the left by Zia Younan being boot- 
ed off the line by Meyer. 

Then one of the visitors' best players 
‘on the day Clint Mayberry turned very 
smartly in the box in the 25th only to find 
the side netting. 

The energetic Tim Wilson burst into 
the Fraser penalty area wide on the left 
by-line only tobe the victim of a late 
tackle from Michael Kladis which refer- 
ee Srebre Delovski saw instantly and 
pointed to the spot. 

Smithies expertly sent Jason Holmes 
the wrong way, finding the thp right cor- 
ner of the net in fine style. ! 


Inthe 49th minute Daisuke Nakayama 
‘won the ball well on the left and it was 
‘then played down the line by Brad 
‘Wiblen who found Smithies well. 

The club skipper put over a perfect 
first-time cross that was met first bounce 
in the box, by Satos with a wonderful 
volley that Holmes had no chance of say- 
ing. 

Holmes then made the save, of the 
game in the 55th to deny Nakayama - 
whose volley looked just-as goalbound 
as the effort from Satos had-done - and 
‘that could have been just enough to keep 
Fraser in the game and gather strength to 
battle back for the point. 

Satos and Luke McDougall had all 
gone closé'for the students, but lifted by 
‘substitute, David O'Han and still full of 
running, Fraser managed to drag. back 
the goal they needed to force a draw and 
remain top of the table. 

OHan was unmarked as Mayberry 
sent over'a well flighted cross from the 
right by-line in the 85th minute and the 
points were shared. 

University could have snatched a late 
winner in stoppage time but substitute 
Tyrone Lara angled his shot wide from 
the left of the area after good lead-up 
work from Andy Christie and Smithies. 

MSC Liverpool Fairfield Bulls were 
in action at Hammondville Oval the 
same day, 

This was one that could have gone 
either way but remained scoreless after 
the first-half when the Bulls showed their 
impatience to score by hitting shots well 
‘ide of the target when well placed. 

Instead it was the locals who managed 
to get their noses in front in the 53rd 
minute, Eric Williams got the ball over 
nicely from the flank and this enabled 
Ben Realph to finish powerfully inside 
the box. The MSC joy was short-lived, 
however, as Fairfield found an equaliser 
inside a minute. 

‘Once again it was man-of-the-moment 
Nenos Bobo who produced a 
individual effort to give his side the goal 
that kept them in the game. 

‘They continued to posh for the winner 
‘but it was not until the 80th minute that it 

GRADE 14; Macathur Rams'0 Blacktown City 
Demons 2, Sydney Ofympc 2 Neweaste United 0, 
Parramatta Eagles 1 Marconi Stafons. 2, Sydney 
United 0 Corral Coast Unted 0, Giadesvie Spit SC 
8 Wollongong Wolves 0, Sueriand Shire Sharks 0 
Bankstown Cty Cuts 0, APIA Leichhardt Tigers 0 
Hajduk Wanderers Uti 0. 

GRADE 15: Macarthur Rams 1 Blacktown City 
Demons 3. Symney Ohmic 2 Neweasle United 4, 
Parramatia Eages 0 


Wolves 0, Shire 
Banisiown Cty Cubs 1, APIA Leichhardt Tigers 4 
Hajduk Wanderers Utd 0. 


arrived when skipper and ace midfielder, 
Johnny Ghisso, got on the end of a good 
team move that involved multiple passes 
and allowed him to find the top-left cor- 
ner of the net from close range. 

Hurstville City Minotaurs returned to 
Rockdale Soccer Centre where the well 
performing Macarthur Rams were ready 
to do battle. The home side raced to a 
2-0 lead thanks to a brace from highly 
promising youngster, Marino Musemici. 

With several players unavailable 
‘Minotaurs' coach, Peter Sarikakis, had to 
ask one player to back up from the Grade 
20 match and another to replace him at 
half-time, 

‘The Rams came back strongly to level 
at 2-2 and eventually went to the lead 
from a penalty that the locals felt was 
harshly given. 
18-year-old former Parramatta Power 
youth player Musemici struck in the 9th 
and again in the 18th minute, Gary 
Seymour was first to respond for the 
Rams in the 20th and then Richard 
Harrison put his side level, 

In the SIstminttte came the penalty, 
also put away by Seymour, to have the 
Rams looking at a possible competition 
lead overnight, but the Minotaurs had 
other ideas. 

‘The Minotaurs clawed their way back 
to snatch an equaliser from Chris 
Demetriou in the 78th and claim a point, 
a brave effort indeed and ensuring that 
only one of the weekend's round of 
matches was to finish decisively, other 
than the two games yet to be staged. 


*Easter Monday games, which will be 
covered next week, Were those involving 
Hurstville ZSC and Dulwich Hill, plus 
Hajduk Wanderers and Manly Warringah 
Dolphins, 


*Manly coach Phil Moss, a former 
Fraser Park player, was caught observing 
at the Sydney University game, no doubt 
hoping the Dragons did no better than 
collect the single point they ultimately 
managed, thus making the Dolphins task 
alittle easier as they attempt to catch the 
leaders as soun as possible. 


Sharks 4 Banksiown City Cubs 1, APIA Lelehhardt 
‘Tigers 0 Hajduk Wanderers Utd 3. 
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For all your Soccer accessories including boxed style 
goal nets, coaching hurdles, grides poles, training 
domes, fast feet ladders and the 2004 coaches diary, 
contact Roy or Norm at Soccer Wearhouse. 


GOALKEEPER: 

Chad Taylor (Penrith Panthers) — Must have 
felt like a duck at a shooting gallery as the White 
Eagles forward ran riot, but threw himself at every- 
thing to deny them at least five or six more. 


DEFENDERS: 
Elliot Zwangobani (Belconnen Blue Devils) — 
Another standout performance from Zwangobani 
kept a tight rein on the Central Coast forwards 


Mirko Jurilj (St. George) — After showing so 
much potential, Jurilj finally delivered this week, 
pushing forward from defence where he linked up 
with Gabriel Mendez. to give the Berries a painful 
evening 


Patrick Gatt (Blacktown City) - Was solid. 
throughout - despite getting a good workout from 
the A.P1.A.-Leichhardt forwards 


Devrim Huseyin White Eagles) - 
Solid at the back, he showed his attacking side by 
sliding down the lefi-band touchline to help set up 
countless chances for his team 


MIDFIELDERS: 
Michael Katz (Belconnen Blue Devils) - Got 
forward well and was a constant menace to the 
Coasties defence with his incisive runs 


Norman Tome (A.P.L.A.-Leichhardt) - Worked 


midfield causing the Demons problems with his 
speed 


Andrew Clark (A.P.LA.-Leichhardt) - His new 
role in left midfield showed just how adaptable 
“Clarkey’ can be, as he played his usual exemplary 
game 

Sam Laroeca (Bonnyrigg White Eagles) — At 
his creative best, laying on chances thick and fast for 


his team mates as they took the ten-man Panthers 
apart in the second-half 


STRIKERS: 


Peter Haynes (Central Coast) - Worked himself | 


to an absolute standstill, scoring one goal and giving 
his side a much-needed target-man on the forward 
line, 


Jimmy Aschner (Bonnyrigg White Eagles) — 


After struggling to find his feet since returning from | 


the US, Aschner put his best foot forward this week, 


scoring his customary goal and laying on another for | 


his partner"Burgess in an excellent return to top 
form. 


COACH: 

Gordon Brown (Bonnyrigg White Eagles) — 
Haas his side back in contention as a slim hope for the 
semi-finals after taking apart Penrith 5-1 The White 
Eagles have lost just one of their past four and are 
once again playing an attractive brand of attacking 
football. 
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___ With 2004 Winter Season approaching contact 

Roy or Norm at the Soccer Wearhouse for Special — 

Prices on Bulk Orders of Patrick, Attack, Lotto, 
Covo and Mitre soccer balls. 


Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 
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GRADE 12 CENTENARY CUP 2004 
COUNCIL OF ASSOCIATIONS 


VENUE: LADY CUTLER GROUNDS, BLIGH ST, DUBBO 


he Gabbie Stadium and Lambert (EE 
Park will host the semi-final fix- | Jai) 
tures of the 2004 Continental [Pee | 
Tyres Cup. This announcement was 
made after Henk Van Diggele, |Pim 
Continental ‘Tyres National Sales 
Manager drew the venues at a fanction 
held at Valentine Sports Park. 
As a result of the draw, the Blacktown 
City Demons will face Sydney Crescent 
Star at the Gabbie Stadium and the 
APLA-Leichhardt Tigers will host the 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles at Lambert Park 
con Wednesday the 28th of April with both 
fixtures scheduled to kick-off a 7:30pm. 
Speaking at the event, Henk Van 
Diggele was extremely pleased with the 
success ofthe inaugural Continental Tyres 
‘Cup competition, The drawing of the venues was 
"Tust from attending the earlier rounds performed by Henk Van Diggele, 
and speaking to supporters, itis evident that Continental Tyres National Sales 
people are becoming more aware of Manager (center) and observed by 
Continental Tyres Greg McGriskin, Soccer NSW - 
"The competition has been well support- _ Council of Clubs Competition 
ed by clubs and spectators, and Continental Secretary (left), Adam Mark Soccer 
‘Tyres is looking to work with Soccer NSW NSW - Marketing and Sponsorship 
to improve the competition for next year. Manager (right) and Kyle Patterson 
All Soccer supporters are rertinded that «Soccer NSW - Media and 
in conjunction with this year’s cup competi. Communications ree 
tion, fans who purchase four Continental (Second from left) 
tyres (until 30 April, 2004) will eosive a and will also goin the draw to win‘ trp for 
fee double pass to any 2004 Continental two to the 2006 FIFA World Cup in 
‘Tyres Cup fixture (excl semi-final & finals) Germany, 


TOURNAMENT MANAGER: JIM AULD. 68825665 


DATES: ‘13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, APRIL 2004 


Group/A 
Groupie 
FIRST ROUND OF FINAL SERIES.TOP TEAM FROM EACH 
GROUP. 
2.00pm 


Finals 


Central Coast 


Winner Group A V Winner Group C 
Friday 16th April 2004 


9.00am — Winner Group B V Winner Group A 
1.00pm Winner Group C V Winner Greup 8 


Orange 
Southem Branch V- Ku-Ring-Gai PRESENTATIONS 3.00PM 


2004 Girls Under 14 Friendship Games 


6th April 2008. Ground 1 

9:00am Wester Australia © V—- Sacramento 

10:30am NSW Country V South Australia 

12:00 pm Victoria VY Northem NSW 
NSW Metropolitan Bye 


I7th April2004 Ground 2 

9:00am Victoria 

10:30am NSW Country v 

12:00pm NSW Metropolitan = -V 
Western Australia 


Games for Girls at Valentine Sports Park, the home of soc- 
cer in New South Wales from the 12th of April to the 17th of 
April. 

This year’s tournament will include teams from Northern NSW, 
South Australia, Victoria, Westem Australia, NSW Metropolitan, 
NSW Country and the Sacramento United Spitfire Team, from the 
United States of America. 12 Gate Cxan 

The focus of this tournament is on participation rather than compe- 
tition. It is an opportunity for elite youth female soccer players to test 
themselves against their peers without the burden of results and 
points-table position hanging over their shoulders. 


THE DRAW 


South Australia 
Sacramento 
Northem NSW 


Geen is proud to host the 2004 Under 14 Friendship 


Coach Salv Todaro. 
Marager Anna Bucldey 


‘Soccer NSW wolcames the Sacramento 
United Spite Team trom fhe United 
‘States of America 


‘12th April 2004 Ground I 
9:00am NSW Metropolitan 
10:30am = Westem Australia 
12:00 pm NSW Country 
South Australia 


13th April 2004 Ground 2 

1:30pm NSW Metropolitan 

3:00pm —_Northem NSW 

4:30pm Western Australia 
Victoria 


14th April2004 Ground 1 
5:00pm NSW Country 
630 pm — Western Australia 
8:00pm S.A. 

Northern NSW 


15th April 2004 
1:30pm Victoria 
3:00pm —_Northem NSW 
4:30pm NSW Metropolitan 


Ground 2 


Sacramento 
Northem NSW 
Victoria 

Bye 


South Australia 
Sacramento 


NSW Country 
Bye 


NSW Metropolitan 
Victoria 
Sacramento 

Bye 


Sacramento 
South Australia 
‘Western Australia 


Kira Weingarh 


With 2004 Winter Season approaching contact 


Roy or Norm at the Soccer Wearhouse for Special 


Prices on Bulk Orders of Patrick, Attack, Lotto, 


Covo and Mitre soccer balls. 


Phone number (02) 8814 4437 or (02) 8814 4438 
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